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November 2007 

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the November Newsletter. First of all I would like to give you some dates for your diary. The children in Pre-School will be performing their Christmas play on Friday 7th December at 3pm. It will take place in Longburrow Hall and will be followed by their Christmas party. All parents are invited to come and watch the play and join in the festive celebrations as well as a visit from Father Christmas. Please look out for letters going in your child’s draw with more information.

The children under 3 (Toddlers, Little Toddlers, Older Babies and Little Babies) will have their Christmas party on Tuesday 4th December. We will have some party games and songs, a visit from Father Christmas and a buffet tea. Please look out for letters going in your child’s draw with more information.

To ensure that every child receives a present from Father Christmas at the party, please bring in a wrapped, labelled gift for your child. Father Christmas will hand this out at their party. We recommend spending approximately £5 on the gift. These should be at Nursery by Friday 30th November at the latest.

If you have any questions about the Christmas Play or either of the parties, please speak to Heidi. 

Staffing

Last month I introduced Eve and Claudia to you. Below are photographs of them for your 

reference.

        Eve Le Garde

    Claudia Powell

 Toddler Room Leader
    Nursery Nurse





    Little Toddlers

Due to increasing number in the middle of the week, we have employed Donna Day to work on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Some of you may recognise Donna as she was a student with us about 15 months ago. Donna will be based with the under 3s.

Students

You may have seen a few new faces around on as Thursday and Friday. These are our work placed students who are studying at some of the local colleges and schools. 

Carla and Holly are doing a childcare course and come in on Thursday’s and Friday’s. They are focussing on the older age group and will usually be found in Toddlers or Pre-school.

Angela is doing a Healthcare course and is focussing on the younger children so is usually in our Baby Room.

We are always keen to support people studying 

to become nursery workers and it is great to have extra people to play games with the children. Please be assured that our students do not take part in toileting children and are never left alone with a child under any circumstances.  This is to adhere to Ofsted regulations.

Babies

Walking has been the main event in Baby Room this month. Both Ella and Harry have learnt how to walk without holding on and Megan is getting very speedy and skilful with her baby walker. 

We have had lots of singing and musical times with the babies who really enjoy shaking rattles and clapping to the songs.

We have had a great time looking out of the window at some of the wildlife we can see. This includes birds and some local cats. The children are always excited when something goes walking past.

We are going outside as often as we can to get some fresh air and the babies are always pleased to see the older children and usually enjoy them talking to them.

Jill and Janet 

Older Babies

Older Babies have been busy creating our autumn tree this month; using a variety of media including sponge painting, dabber printing and tissue paper sticking did this. We also collected leaves from the garden and stuck them on. 

We have also been enjoying our garden time this month and getting very muddy. This would be a great opportunity to send in wellies if you have any.

H and Nicole

Little Toddlers

This month in Little Toddlers we have been learning about autumn. We made some squirrels and did some leaf printing. Our display board for this month is autumn animals, so we have been decorating lots of animals.

We had fun getting messy with shaving foam by splatting it in between our hands and on the tray. We found it fun to bury our hands in it as well.

We have been making Halloween decorations ready for our Halloween party on Wednesday 31st October.

We have been learning lots of new songs, which all the children love especially the one’s with actions to them. This is good for their physical development, both gross motor and fine manipulative. Our favourite song is sleeping Rabbits. This involves the children lying on the floor while the grown ups sing through the verse, on the chorus (hop little bunnies, hop, hop, hop) the children jump up and down like rabbits. The children then substitute rabbit for other animals such as frogs, lions and monkeys. Some other songs they enjoy include 5 little people in a flying saucer and Leo the Lion. 

Carlee and Claudia

Toddlers

This month in the Toddler Room we have enjoyed doing activities based on autumn and Halloween. Toddlers have enjoyed making lots of animals and an autumn tree to go onto the display.

The toddlers loved playing with coloured ice cubes watching them melt and turn into water.

During our circle time, we have introduced a ‘who’s in today’ board where the children come and find their name and stick it on the board. This is to help the children recognise their own name.

Eve and Sam

Pre-School
This month pre-school have been looking at the season autumn.

We made a display about what happened in autumn, including seeing hedgehogs and squirrels. We have created squirrels and a scarecrow and made lots of different things with leaves. We have made leaf templates and threaded wool through them; we also made leaves out of clay. We collected leaves from the garden and did leaf rubbings with different coloured wax crayons. 

We have really enjoyed being outside recently because we have enjoyed playing with all the leaves, throwing them up in the air and looking at the different colours.

The Pre-school children are also participating in self-registration. Each morning the children’s names are laid out on the table by the door for them to select their name and put it on the door. If you would like to help your child to find their own name and put it on the board, please feel free. 

Jen, Heather and Shakila
Clothing
The weather is becoming more and more unpredictable. Please can we ask all parents to dress your children in clothing appropriate to the weather. The temperature inside nursery is maintained at 18°C so a vest and t-shirt is usually suitable. However, we do take all the children outside at some point during the day, even for a short time. Please provide your child with a jumper and coat plus any hat, scarf or gloves that you have for them.

Also in the winter months, it is even more important to ensure your children have a full change of clothes in their bags. We will dress the children in wellies and coats but it is still sometimes necessary to change them if they fall over. Please ensure a complete change of clothes if provided.

Nursery Bags

You have probably seen around our blue drawstring bags with the Positive Steps Logo. These are ideal bags to use on a daily basis for your child’s belongings, including a full change of clothes, comforters or nappies. These are on sale for just £3.50 and are available immediately. Please see Heidi or Jill if you would like to by one.

Forthcoming topics

During November we will be looking and talking about Fireworks night and Shapes. The children in each room will focus on different shapes and how to identify them. We will also be making some sparkly fireworks pictures.

During November we will also teach the children a bit about Remembrance Day and St Andrew’s Day.

Fee Increase
Please note that the new nursery fee increase is scheduled for January 2008. A letter will be given to you in early November stating your children’s fee increase. Please be assured that the additional income that is generated is always invested back into the nursery. As you can see in the last year the nursery has had an increasing amount of work completed, all to a very high standard including fixtures and fittings. 

Reminders

Breakfast
Please can I remind all parents that breakfast ends at 8.30am. This is to ensure that the children get the maximum amount of time to participate in all the different experiences that happen each day in each room. If you would like your chid to have breakfast at nursery, please ensure they are at nursery before 8.30am.

Birthdays 

[image: image2.wmf]We would like to say Happy Birthday to the following children: 

· Felix will be 2 on the 1st 

November and will be moving to 

Older Toddlers.

· Daisy will be 2 on the 3rd November and 

will be moving to older Toddlers.

· Millie will be 3 on the 11th November and 

moving to Pre-School.

· Emily will be 4 on the 11th November.

· Hana will be 3 on the 28th November and 

will be moving to Pre-School.

Vacancy

We are currently looking to recruit a Support Worker to work alongside the staff providing additional support to one of our children. We have received additional funding to provide someone to work on a one-to-one basis to benefit this child for 5 hours per week. The child attends all day Monday through Thursday. This position could be filled by one of our parents, if you feel you have the time to spare. Please speak to Heidi if you are interested and would like further information.

We would really appreciate your feedback on our monthly newsletter. Is there anything you don’t like or anything you would like to hear about? Please come and speak to Heidi or Jill if you have any suggestions.

Kind Regards,

Jill and Heidi. 

