February 2009

Hopefully you are all receiving the newsletter by
e-mail and it is coming through successfully.

We are fully in the swing of 2009 now and are
enjoying meeting all the new children who have
started recently.

Dads at Play

We are holding a Dad’s at Play morning at
Positive Steps in Stokenchurch on Saturday
14™ February 2009 from 10am to 12 noon.

It is an opportunity to come to Nursery and
meet new friends while your child enjoys the

Nursery setting. It is open to all age groups

and there will be age appropriate toys
available throughout the morning.

Come and join us for a coffee and have the
chance to meet other dads and spend some
quality time with your child.

Staffing

| would like to introduce 2 new members of staff
to you.
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You may have seen Janet Heaven around during
the day as well. Janet used to work in our Baby
Room but has recently been working alongside a
child in Pre-School. She has now increased her
hours slightly and will be working during the
lunchtime period.

Also some of you may remember Rachel who
used to be in our Baby Room. Rachel left a
couple of years ago and has done the occasional
cover day for us. Rachel has agreed to come and
join us working on a Thursday. She will mainly
be based in the Toddler Room with Sam,
Claudia and Steff.

| am sure you will get to meet them all in the
next few weeks.

Baby Room

This month the babies have been making the
new arrivals feel very welcome; Ted, Jack and
Morgan are settling in very well and thoroughly
enjoying being at Nursery.

Babies have been outside as often as possible to
enjoy the wintery weather. We have played in
the snow and been wrapped up in our coats, hats,
scarves and gloves experiencing the cold and
frosty mornings.



We finger and sponge painted some snowmen
pictures in bright red to bring some colour into
the room and they have been placed up on the
display board along with some of Emma’s hand
made snowballs.

To celebrate Chinese New Year we sponge
painted and crayoned pictures of an ox and put
them up on our display board, we think they
look very good. On our baby room we have all
been practicing our crawling and walking and
now we are taking off there is no stopping us;
we can move ourselves around the room to
investigate everything.

We have lots of new babies starting in February
and can’t wait to make friends with them.

Emma and Emily

Older baby Room

As the snow fell, the older babies watched
through the windows and then we rushed outside
to explore and experiment with it.

Getting ready we wrap up warmly putting our
wellies and coats on and rushed out into the
garden. We thoroughly enjoyed crunching,
splashing, sliding and falling in the snow.

Continuing our play indoors we got messy
making snowmen and snowflakes. We even tried
to make our own snow indoor by playing with
shaving foam as we could not get enough of the
snow.

To celebrate Chinese New Year, Older Babies
decided that we would make and paint a mask of
an ox and look at how the Chinese write Happy
New Year.

Please remember to look in your child’s draw to
see all the pictures we have been doing as well
as seeing their daily report and getting any notes
or letters.

Also to help keep our room clean, please can
you continue to supply your child with slippers
or indoor shoes to which will only be warn
inside.

Older babies would like to extend a warm
welcome to Joshua M, Emile and Lucy.

We were all very sad to say goodbye to Max
who left at the beginning of February to go and
live in New Zealand. Both staff and children will
miss him a lot.

Nicole and Yvonne
Toddlers

This month the Toddlers topic has been winter
so we have had lots of fun painting a big
snowman for our display board and sticking
wintery pictures and covering them in sparkly
bits.

To make this month extra special and exciting
we have had some snow so we had lots of fun
playing in it and making snowballs to throw. We
have also had some frosty morning so we have
been looking at the frosty cobwebs the spiders
have left for us.

We put some animals in water and then put them
in the freezer. The children had a great time
watching them melt and releasing all the animals
they began using words like ‘stuck’, ‘melting’,
and ‘cold’.



Megan had lots of fun letting Sam draw round
her so we could create a winter picture on the
window. Megan was very proud to say that the
drawing was of her.

Sam, Claudia and Steff

Pre-School

Pre-School have been looking at winter and it
was quite nice to have some actual snow to play
in. We tried to build a snowman but we didn’t
have quite enough snow. We did make lots of
snowballs though ©

Pre-School have made some lovely penguins;
they glued some different coloured tissue paper
onto the penguin and drew on the penguins face.

We did some fantastic tracings of a pair of boots.
We traced very carefully round the edges to
create our pictures.

‘5 little ducks’ was our favourite song this
month and we created a big display using sponge
painting, college materials and sticking.

Jen, Heather and Shakila

Forthcoming topics

During February will be thinking about
Valentine’s Day and starting work towards
Mother’s Day.

Forthcoming dates

Pyjama Day — Thursday 19" February

World book day — Thursday 5™ March
(Fancy dress)

Red Nose Day — Friday 13" March
(Fancy dress)

- Sunday 22" March
— Monday 6" April to
Friday 17" April

— Friday 10" April

- Monday 13™ April

Mother’s Day
Easter Holiday

Bank Holidays

Reminders

Telephone Number

If you need to contact us via telephone during
the day, please can you ensure you call the direct
line which is 01494 484737. Some parent’s have
been calling Head Office and although this
telephone is downloaded regularly, it is not
manned all day.

Head Lice

Recently we have had a case of Head Lice within
the Nursery. Please can all parent’s be vigilant in
checking their child’s hair regularly and treat any
case immediately. One recommended way to
treat head lice or nits is to:

‘Head lice can be treated with over-the-counter
or prescription products. Shampoos and lotions
that kill head lice contain pesticides and other
chemicals, so it is important to talk to your
doctor before using these products, especially if
you are pregnant or nursing, or if you have
allergies or asthma. It is also not safe to use



products with pesticides on or near your eyes.
If you find head lice or nits in eyelashes or
brows, talk to your doctor.

The products that kill head lice don't usually Kill
all nits. To reduce the risk of another lice
infestation, pick the remaining lice and nits by
hand or by using a special comb to remove
them. Comb through all of the hair one section
at a time every 3 days or more often, for at
least 2 weeks or until you stop seeing head lice
and nits.

You should also use hot water to wash any bed
linens, towels and clothing recently worn by the
person who had head lice. Vacuum anything
that can't be washed such as the couch,
carpets, your child's car seat and any stuffed
animals. Because head lice don't live very long
away from the scalp, you don't need to use lice
spray on these items.’

Information taken from
http://familydoctor.org/online/famdocen/home/c
ommon/skin/skin/865.html

Observations and Planning

As mentioned last month it would be great to get
parents involved in some of the activities that
happen during the day. We would really like to
hear about the activities your child enjoys or
something new they would like to try so that we
can do them at Nursery. A form has been put in
your child’s draw and additional form can be
found in the foyer.

Vouchers

We are collecting all varieties of vouchers to
gain extra equipment for the Nursery, please
place any vouchers in the box in the foyer. You
will notice that there is one box for all varieties
of voucher to reduce the space these boxes take

up.

Books

The books placed in the foyer are for you to look
at and possibly buy. If you decide to order any
books, please leave your money at the time of
ordering as these must be paid for the when

consultant returns and Nursery is unable to cover
the cost of them.

We hope you have enjoyed reading this month’s
newsletter and look forward to telling you all
about February next month.

Kind Regards,

Jill and the Stokenchurch Team.

Last but not least . . .

We would like to wish the following children a

very happy birthday, as they will be celebrating
in February:
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Happy Birthday




