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December 2007 

Dear Parents,

Christmas is just around the corner and we are all looking forward to the festive season, especially our parties and play that our coming up during the first week of December.

We are enjoying the Christmas decorations we have put up around the Nursery and the lovely Christmas displays in each room.

Christmas closure
We would like to take this opportunity to inform you of our Christmas closure times. We will be closing on Christmas Eve at 4pm. We will then be closed the whole of Christmas week and will re-open in the New Year on Wednesday 2nd January 2008 at 7.45am.

Children In Need
As I am sure you are aware, this year we came to Nursery in our pyjamas to support Children In Need and had our biggest ever cake sale. We are very grateful to the Pre-School children and Toddlers for making the cakes and to all our parents who donated some. 

But we are especially grateful to everyone who bought a cake on the day helping us to raise a fantastic £88.58 for a very worthwhile charity.

Babies

During November we have been busy preparing our displays for Christmas. We have had multi-coloured and glittery hands for our big display.

The babies also had fun getting covered in glitter while making fireworks pictures and got red messy hands while making poppies for Remembrance Sunday.

The babies joined with the Older Babies for a creepy, slimy Halloween Party. We got messy with green spaghetti and slimy with orange jelly. It was a fun afternoon for everyone.

Jill and Janet 

Older Babies

Older Babies had lots of fun getting very messy at our Halloween Party. They all enjoyed playing with green spaghetti and Jelly.

This month’s topic was shapes and fireworks. For our art project we did shape printing using 

squares and circles. Our fireworks pictures were created using string dipped in paint. This was enjoyed by all.

We have also been getting ready for our Christmas displays. Older babies painted a big Christmas tree by foot painting it green. We covered the baby room floor with art mats and towels, and the babies were in their nappies covered in green paint while foot painting the tree.

We have also been busy hand and foot painting our Christmas hats for our party. All the babies have had fun being covered in lots of glitter.

H and Nicole

Little Toddlers

This month in Little Toddlers we have been learning our shapes, we did shape sponge painting and sticking to shaped paper.

We have been enjoying our visits to the library, where we listen to stories and sing some songs.

We have made green sparkly play dough and enjoyed making shapes with it. We have also had fun playing in the sparkly sand and finding the bugs hidden in it.

We made poppies for Remembrance Sunday and at the end of November we made Scottish flags for St Andrew’s Day.

Claudia

Toddlers

This month in Toddlers we have been looking at different shapes, as this was one of our topics for this month. We have made lots of shape people using different shapes for body parts and we also did some shape sticking using coloured glue.

We have been learning the names of shapes during our circle time at the beginning of the day.

We used glitter to make some blue and red water all sparkly as well as putting it in the sand, which, we shared with the Little Toddlers. 

Eve and Sam

Pre-School
This month in Pre-School we have been looking at fireworks. We built a ‘Guy Fawkes’ who joined us in the garden for two days and got very messy doing flick painting for our fireworks display. 

We have been looking at shapes and we have made shape people and shape patterns on tissue paper. 

We have played shape games on the computer, where we had to collect different shaped gems on a train. We had fun playing “shape” I SPY and found that the fish tank is a rectangle, the door is a rectangle and the clock is a circle.

We have been practising very hard for our Christmas Play and have learnt our songs and lines so well.

As part of our Snack bar where the children come and have a snack when they are ready, we have introduced a snack board. This is where the children can take down their own name after they have had snack. It is a great activity for name recognition.

We have also introduced a ‘listening sound’ which, is played to signal that it is time for the children to listen. 

Halloween
The Pre-School children made a fantastic effort to dress up for our Halloween Party and we even had Scooby-Doo visit us. We played spooky musical statues, musical bumps and pin the nose on the witch. We had lots of fun dancing and playing and enjoyed our spooky Halloween tea.

Jen, Heather and Shakila

Clothing
The weather is becoming more and more unpredictable. Please can we ask all parents to dress their child in clothing appropriate to the weather. The temperature inside nursery is maintained at 18°C so a vest and t-shirt is usually suitable. However, we do take all the children outside at some point during the day, 

even for a short time. Please provide your child with a jumper and coat plus any hat, scarf or gloves that you have for them.

Also in the winter months, it is even more important to ensure your children have a full change of clothes in their bags. We will dress the children in wellies and coats but it is still sometimes necessary to change them if they fall over. Please ensure a complete change of clothes is provided.

Nursery Bags

You have probably seen around our blue drawstring bags with the Positive Steps Logo. These are ideal bags to use on a daily basis for your child’s belongings, including a full change of clothes, comforters or nappies. These are on sale for just £3.50 and are available immediately. Please see Heidi or Jill if you would like to buy one.

Forthcoming topics

Naturally, during December we are focussing on Christmas and making lots of lovely things to be taken home for our mums and dads.

We will also be talking about Hanukkah and making some things for the New Year.

Reminders

Breakfast
Please can I remind all parents that breakfast ends at 8.30am. This is to ensure that the children get the maximum amount of time to participate in all the different experiences that happen each day in each room. If you would like your chid to have breakfast at nursery, please ensure they are at nursery before 8.30am.

Birthdays 

[image: image2.wmf]We would like to say Happy Birthday to the following children: 

· Sophie will be celebrating her 2nd
Birthday on 10th December.

· Ben will be celebrating his 4th Birthday on 

30th December

Goodbyes
During November we said goodbye to Shantice from our Baby Room and Domonique from the Toddler Room. We wish them both all the best for the future.

Vacancy

We are currently looking to recruit a Support Worker to work alongside the staff providing additional support to one of our children. We have received additional funding to provide someone to work on a one-to-one basis to benefit this child for 5 hours per week. The child attends all day Monday through Thursday. This position could be filled by one of our parents, if you feel you have the time to spare. Please speak to Heidi if you are interested and would like further information.

We would really appreciate your feedback on our monthly newsletter. Is there anything you don’t like or anything you would like to hear about? Please come and speak to Heidi or Jill if you have any suggestions.

Kind Regards,

Jill and Heidi. 

