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August 2007

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the August Newsletter. 

What a terrible month it has been for the weather!! Consequently we have been restricted in the frequency of outside play. 

[image: image2.wmf]We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy holiday. We hope everyone who is going away has a lovely restful break and manages to get some nice weather.

Staffing

We were very pleased to welcome Nicole to the nursery team during July. Nicole joins us from a nursery setting in Marlow and is a qualified member of staff. Please help us to make her feel at home. At the moment Nicole is based in Toddler Room but is also helping out in other rooms so she can get to meet everyone.

Sports Day
I am sure you will agree our sports day this year was a great success. We were so fortunate with the weather and were pleased that it could go ahead. The children and staff had been practising a lot in the weeks leading up to sports day and 

the children raced really well – we only had a few tears!!

A particular highlight had to be the buggy race where I think the staff were more competitive than the children. Congratulations to everyone who took part.

The Bar-B-Q afterwards was also a lot of fun. It is nice to see the parents on a social event and meet all the brothers and sisters we hear so much about during the week.

We would like to thank everyone who helped to make the sports day a great day and for contributing to the Bar-B-Q.

Toddlers, Older Babies and Babies trip
As you are aware, the younger children were supposed to be going on their trip on Friday 20th July. However, we had to cancel at the last minute due to the horrendous weather that day. Thank you for your understanding, as I am sure you will agree, it would not have been much fun for anyone. As soon as another date is 

arranged we will let you know. 

Parents’ Evening

On Thursday 19th July we had our termly parents’ evening. We had lots of parents come in and talk to their child’s key worker and find out about all they have been doing and learning. If you were unable to attend the evening and would like to speak to your child’s key carer, please speak to them in the next week and arrange a convenient time for you both.

Janet and Rachel take a walk!
We would like to say a huge well done to Rachel and Janet as they took part in a sponsored midnight walk. It was a 13.1 mile walk and was in aid of Iain Rennie Hospice Homes.

It started in Aston Clinton, then through Wendover and back again. 240 people took part and have raised about £38,000. This will help fund a nurse for 18 months.

They set off at midnight and reached the finish at 4am.

Once again, a huge well done (
Babies

This month has been very busy, as we have been learning all about transport and summer. For transport we have been painting pictures of cars, trains, boats and aeroplanes and for summer we have been looking at kites, ice creams, butterflies and flowers. 

Over the last few weeks we have been singing lots of summery songs to brighten up the day especially when it has been raining. The children have thoroughly enjoyed painting their kites, which are going to be hung from the beams in our room. 

We are looking forward to making our masks for Notting Hill Carnival next month.

Rachel and Leighanne

Older Babies

Older Babies have enjoyed making our display board of summer and transport. We created a 3D effect sea with painted bubble-wrap and tissue paper with glitter fishes. We also have a beach, and on the beach we have an ice cream van, some glitter shells and for the full affect some real shells.

We have been borrowing some toys from around the nursery this month. This included the workbench and tools as well as the dolls house. All the older babies particularly enjoyed the dolls house, people and furniture, although not that much of it went into the house!

We are missing the older babies who have moved to Little Toddlers, but having fun getting to know the new younger babies who have moved through.

H and Janet

Little Toddlers

The Little Toddlers have had fun getting used to their new area and settling in with the bigger children. Everyday, they have registration with the older children. This helps them get used to being around older children and practise sitting still while saying ‘Good Morning’ when it is their turn.

They created their first display this month, where they painted different types of transport. 

Everyone had a go and I am sure you will agree it looks fantastic.

Carlee

Toddlers

We had a hairdresser afternoon where the children had fun doing each others hair. Although Michael did not want his hair done, he did not want to miss out on the photograph either.

We have got the kitchen equipment in the Toddler Room again at the moment and the children are really enjoying making dinner for each other and cups of tea for the staff.

We are creating a lovely summery display with sandcastle and sun-umbrellas at the moment. We are hoping the sun will come out and we can show the children what summer really looks like.

We are continuing to visit the library once a fortnight during the summer. The children love their little outings and hearing different stories from new people.

Jill, Sam and Shakila

Pre-School
In Pre-school this month we have made our home corner into a bus. The children have enjoyed dressing up as different people and going on a journey. The children enjoyed looking at the timetables and being the driver and giving out tickets.

We have made a graph of how we come to nursery, with some children coming in hot-air balloons and in helicopters. The children had fun drawing and colouring their own pictures for this.

We have been making hot-air balloons with wool, paint and glue. Hopefully these will be dry soon and then we can add the baskets, the children really loved this as they got really messy and everything was covered in gluey paint!

We have introduced our own calendar that we do every morning. Now that pre-school are having breakfast in their own room, they also have registration in there. Their calendar asks for the day of the week, the date, the month and the weather. All the pieces are attached with Velcro so it is a very interactive way for the children to learn about the days and months.

Also on our computer table we have introduced a chart called ‘Who is next on the computer?’ this is used when two children are already on the computer and other children would like a turn. They pop their name on the list and everyone can see who is next when there is space available. It also promotes early writing skills and encourages the children to try and write their name. 

Heather and Jen
Henrietta Bear

Henrietta Bear went for a lovely weekend break to Scotland with Catriona and Elizabeth. She visited Scotland and saw the park and a castle.

After this, she went away on holiday with Leo and Harry. They took her to Blackpool where she saw the pleasure beach and went on a roller coaster.

If you are away on holiday over the next few months, Henrietta would love to go with you, please consult her diary (organised by Heidi) and we will endeavour to send her home with every child at some point.

Fish watch!
After the success of our tadpoles, we now have some new additions to the pre-school room. During the building work that was done a few weeks ago, a new tropical fish tank was installed and we have our first fish. We have brought three different types – Black Phantom Tetra’s, Mollies (black and white – which will have babies that should be speckled) and Ser Pae Tetra (orange ones).

Vegetable Garden
We are very sad to say that our runner beans and tomatoes are no more. They simply could not cope with the quantity of water in the tub and have not produced any vegetables for us to try. We will try again next year.

On a brighter note the courgette plants finally have their flowers and some courgettes have finally started growing. It is very exciting and they should be ready to pick and eat in a couple of weeks.

Forthcoming topics

During August, we will be looking at where we and other people live.

Forthcoming dates
Monday 27th August – Bank Holiday, Nursery closed.

Reminders

Extra / change of sessions
If you want to change your child’s sessions or book them in for any extra sessions, please can you speak directly with either Heidi or Jill. We have extra session forms in the foyer and these should also be filled in. We request that any permanent changes to sessions, be put in writing one month in advance so that we can organise the appropriate confirmation and fee adjustments.

Also I would like to remind you that we require one month’s notice when your child is leaving. This includes when they are leaving to go to school full time.

Leavers

If your child will be leaving to go to school next term, please can you let us know when their last day at nursery will be? I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our terms and conditions which state:

1. I agree to give one month’s notice in writing before my child’s leaving date or change of sessions. I understand that a failure to do so may result in losing my deposit.

[image: image3.wmf]Also if you are taking up the funded sessions at Stokenchurch Pre-School, please can you let us know so that we can arrange appropriate changes to your fees as well as staff to walk children to and from school.

Birthdays 

We would like to say Happy Birthday to the following children: 

· Oliver will be celebrating his 1st birthday on the 3rd August.

· Alex will be celebrating his 4th birthday on the 4th August.

· Antonio will be celebrating his 2nd birthday on the 8th August.

· Mia will be celebrating her 3rd birthday on the 15th August. 

· Kara will be celebrating her 4th birthday on the 20th August.

· Amelia will be celebrating her 3rd birthday on 27th August.

Kind regards,

Jill and Heidi


