
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January has been a wonderful month with a fresh 

start to the year.  

 

Reminders: 

 

It has been brought to the attention of the 

managers by parents, other staff and members of 

Shellingford School that some are still not 

slowing down when entering the area. The speed 

limit is 10mph so if you could consider who is 

in this areaémostly children please SLOW 

DOWN. Thank you. 

 

Pre School 

 

We would like to welcome Keiara Peaston-

Bartlett and Liam Courtney to our Preschool and 

hope they will have lots of fun with us. 

 

Our topic in Preschool was mini beasts this 

month. We learned about all sorts of different 

bugs and small creatures that live around us. We 

discussed all the varieties of bugs. read some 

stories and looked at picture books full of them. 

We learned about shapes by coloring bugs that 

had different shaped bodies (beetles, spiders and 

heart shaped bugs too!) We learned the life cycle 

of a butterfly and how a caterpillar turns into a 

butterfly. We did this in discussion and by 

coloring the life cycle showing the changes that 

this creature goes through.  

 

To celebrate the Chinese New Year we made 

lovely lanterns from old baby jars and stuck 

tissue paper on to them for some colour. We also 

made dragons, hats, lanterns and tried to eat with  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

chop sticks. This proved to be a bit of a 

challenge but a lot of fun. 

 

 

The Pre School children showing off their 

Chinese New Year Creations. 

 

The weather has been a bit up and down but we 

did manage to get some snow in the area. The 

pre school children took full advantage of this 

and we had a great time outside making snow 

balls, snow angels and snow men. We also tried 

catching snowflakes on our tongues and saw 

what snowflakes looked like on black paper. 

 

 
The Pre School children enjoying the snow 

 

We at Positive Steps have always been dedicated 

in teaching the children about shapes, numbers 

and letters. This is especially the case within the 



pre-school room. We have been practicing 

writing our names in full in our writing books, 

which a member of staff will be happy to show 

you, just ask. We have also begun playing count 

the dots and what letter is this? They are new 

games that help children with their counting and 

letter recognition. We would like to play more 

board games such as sorry, uno and other 

number games so if you have any extra or old 

board games we would love to have them. They 

teach the children turn taking, counting and 

number recognition.  

 

 
Felicity showing off her pearly whites. 

 

As you may know we are trying to establish the 

routine of oral hygiene after lunch many of you 

have brought in tooth brushes and tooth paste as 

requested but some have not. This has postponed 

this valuable teaching as it is unfair on the 

children who do not have these items. If you 

could bring them in as soon as possible that 

would make this healthy lesson a success. 

 

Toddlers 

  

We in the Toddler room would like to welcome 

Zachary Penman and Alex Santacana to our 

room. They seem to have adjusted well and have 

a great time. 

We have been very busy this month, our topic 

this month has been jelly. We have practiced 

dancing like jelly, playing with jelly and making 

things with jelly in it. 

We made jelly cups and put various bugs inside 

to set, we then tried digging them out and 

playing with the jelly. We practiced cutting with 

scissors by cutting up the jelly and also seeing 

what shapes we could cut into the jelly.   One of 

our favorite things was putting jelly powder into 

play dough which gave it such a nice smell, 

almost too good! 

 

 
Sabine, exploring the properties of jelly. She 

especially enjoyed the taste! 

 

To celebrate Chinese New Year we made 

Chinese hats and coloured pictures of the Ox. 

We also made masks of different feelings using 

paints and we have gone into various discussions 

about feelings during our circle times. We also 

practiced writing in Chinese letters the words to 

describe our feeling masks. You can see the 

results on the display board in the Toddler room.  

During our Chinese lunch we wore our hats and 

practiced eating our Chinese food with 

chopsticksévery interesting.  

 

 
Leo and Isabella G. painting their ófeelingô 

masks.  Leo painted a happy face and Isabella 

painted a óloved upô face. 

 

Through out the month we have also talked 

about bugs and flowers as we are beginning to 

see some of these out and about during the 

warmer days. We coloured pictures of 

butterflies, slugs, made lady birds and coloured 

fairies to make the Toddler room a little more 

bright and less like winter. We hope you will 

take the opportunity to look at our displays and 

enjoy all the hard work that has gone into them. 

 

Older Babies 

 

We in the Older baby room would like to say 

good bye to Alex Santacana and Zacary Penman. 

We will miss them. They are having so much 

fun in the Toddler room that it has made the 

transition an easy one. We also want to extend a 

great big welcome to Gabrielle Harris and Alex 

Osborne to the Older Baby room. They are a 

great addition and we look forward to getting to 

know them better. 

 



 

 

Our topic this month has been shapes. We are 

teaching the children the simple shapes found all 

over the place. Shapes such as squares, circles, 

triangles and rectangles. We have introduced 

shapes by using them in painting activities using 

sponges, wooden blocks and some of the shape 

sorters. We also discussed shapes that are found 

around the room and we have looked at different 

shaped books.  

 

 

 
Imogen using different shapes to create a master 

piece 

 

For Chinese New Year we have been busy 

making Chinese hats and lanterns to decorate the 

nursery and the table for when we had a taste of 

Chinese cuisine. Yummy! 

 

Following our topic this month we decided to 

bring shapes into the sand and we then added 

water to add even more fun. We also made 

patterns in the sand with rakes. This activity was 

a huge success, the children learned different 

shapes, had a great time and got messy too! 

 

 
Masie, Nia and Gabrielle enjoying a little messy 

play with sand and water 

 

Another messy and favourite activity is to play 

with corn flour. The texture of this material is 

versatile and gets very messy which adds up to a 

lot of fun. 

 

With the weather warming towards the end of 

the month we were able to spend more time 

outdoors. We have been riding the bikes,  

 

pushing them with our feet as well as having a 

good climb on the climbing frame. We are all 

hoping for some more warm weather in the near 

future. 

 

 
Imogen pushing herself on the bike outside 

 

The staff in the older baby room would like to 

take this opportunity to ask if all parents could 

bring in a tooth brush and tooth paste as we 

would like to start teaching the children about 

oral heath as well as encourage it. If you have 

any questions please feel free to ask Tammie or 

Sara. 

 

Babies 

 

We would like to say welcome to Jamie Hoyle, 

Megan Rollinson and Joseph Kirkman to the 

baby room. They have been a wonderful 

addition to our group. We would also like to say 

good bye to Alex Osborne as he is now joining 

the Older Babies. 

 

Our theme this month has been shapes. In trying 

to introduce different shapes to the children we 

have done many creative activities such as 

painting different cut out shapes, gluing a variety 

of cut out tissue shapes and other textured 

shapes to create a collage and have made 

patterns using shaped stamps. Following the 

enjoyment of creating patterns we decided to 

give the children cars with various tyre patterns 

to paint with. 

You may have noticed the beautiful mobiles that 

the children have made, we have displayed them 

in the windows. The shapes that are up are to 

give the children a colourful visual. 

This month we also went to visit the cows and 

the farmer next door to see what they were up to. 

The cows and the children were both very 

excited and therefore very noisey! 

We have also been busy getting messy and 

discovering various textures. We decided to play 

with dry and wet porridge oats, very tasty! 

 



 

 
William painting his Chinese hat for the New 

Year. 

 

On the 26
th
 of January we celebrated Chinese 

New Year by decorating Chinese hats with paint 

and had an interesting time trying to keep them 

on our heads during lunchtime. 

One of our favourite things to do sometimes is to 

watch our fish. We got very excited when we 

saw them swimming up close because Emma 

had put them on the lower table for us to see 

better.  

 

 
Some children enjoying the close up view of the 

fish. 

 

The staff in the baby room would like to ask if 

you could bring in a picture of your child to put 

up on the birthday board. Maybe one of them 

celebrating their birthday with their family and 

friends. 

 

 

 

Festivals Celebrated in January: 

 

Chinese New Year (year of the Ox) 

The New Year 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday:  

 

 
 

 

Alex Santacana 4
th
 of January turns 2 

Evan Holmes 10
th
 of January turns 1 

Freddie Morlock 12
th
 of January turns 1 

Felicity Sheldon 13
th
 of January turns 4 

Zachary Penman 27
th
 of January turns 2 

 

Happy birthday to all of you, we hope your day 

was special. 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

February 14
th

 ï Valentines Day (wear red on the 

13th and bring valentines for those you care about) 

 

February 19
th

 ï Pyjama Fun Day to raise money 

for Brain injury Centre  

 

February 24
th

  - Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) 

 

 

 

 

Jesie and Team  

 

 


