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Welcome to our September Newsletter.

The topic throughout the Nursery this month has been ‘Our World’ and has been interpreted in many ways within each room. The older children have learnt about Space, our local environment and Countries of the World while the younger children have been exploring their surroundings and familiar objects. All the children have enjoyed this topic and we look forward to this coming month’s topic of ‘Favourite songs, stories and characters’- we are expecting that will be a popular one too!   

   Isaac makes history!

   Isaac Lawrence has made Positive Steps history by  

   being the first child to move right through the 

   Nursery! Isaac came in as one of our first babies 

   when the Nursery opened and is now leaving us to 

   start his exciting journey into big school and his 

   younger sister Caitlin is following in his footsteps!
Babies

We would like to welcome Summer, Ethan, Niamh and Max who are all new to the baby room. They are all at various stages of the settling process and are all doing extremely well. 

This month has included us all making friends with the children who have joined us. We like it when new friends come to play and we have been very keen on getting to know you all! The younger children get lots of attention from the older ones, who like to help by passing them toys and keeping them entertained!

 All the children love looking at themselves in the mirrors and quite a few of our planning activities involve using mirrors as a way of developing a young child’s self-awareness. Some activities include using props and you can see from the picture below that some of us are a lot more mirror-aware than others!!
The babies have taken part in a variety of activities. Sand play- both wet and dry- was explored by many- some didn’t really like the feel of it but many just enjoyed throwing it on the floor! Either way, they experienced the difference in texture and will hopefully get more involved each time. 

Drawing and colouring with crayons and chalks is an activity that usually gets everyone involved however- some babies are so surprised to make a mark on paper and it’s very rewarding to see their faces. 

We have also been painting this month and have used glue sticks with paint on coloured cellophane to create some wonderful pieces of artwork as well as getting extremely messy with tabletop painting. We had fun though, which is the most important thing! 

Singing is a daily activity that the children love to take part in. We obviously continue with the popular favourites but they do enjoy learning new songs and singing action rhymes where they try to copy the actions- they are also predicting some of the actions before we sing them so we are all very proud of ourselves! 

Older babies

This month in the older baby room we have been exploring different textures as part of the topic of ‘Our World’. This has included walking on or in various materials- a tray of uncooked rice, a tray of sand, a tray of water and a furry grass mat to identify how they feel underfoot. The tray of water was the most popular and resulted in the children sitting in it rather than walking! 

The children also made paintings with different media- toothbrushes, fine and thick paintbrushes and glue-sticks and have made textured pictures using glitter, sequins and glass paints that have been displayed on the staircase for you to enjoy. 

 The children have also been involved with cooking biscuits, which were delicious- we had them for our tea that day as we couldn’t resist them any longer!

We have also had fun playing with playdough and made some wonderful models using the shape cutters, stencils and rolling pins. 

Making pasta collage pictures was an activity that the children enjoyed. It was different having pasta shells mixed in with the paint and we found it very intriguing!  

The Older babies have a regular music and movement session which they all get really involved with and we were wondering whether your children have come home singing any songs that you may not recognise- this may be the reason why!

Toddlers

This month, Toddlers have been trying to be healthy by getting fit and taking part in Music, Movement and Dance. The children have had lots of fun whilst developing their balancing skills and both fine and gross motor skills. It has also helped their key-carers to exercise too! 

Various activities have also taken place in the Toddler room, ranging from messy play, art activities, cooking and role-play, as you would expect in order to keep the children entertained and constantly stimulated! 

The children really enjoy cooking activities and one of their favourites is making pizzas. 

It is a great way of encouraging the children to make choices by choosing the toppings they would like from a wide selection of food- red and yellow peppers, mushrooms, pineapple, pepperami, chicken, ham, cheese and tomato sauce were all on offer! 

This activity was planned in order to promote A Healthy Child- to develop their ability to make their own choices and increase the children’s knowledge of food. There was also an aspect of Science as the children observed the pizzas before and after being cooked and how they had changed with heat.                              
Other activities have included numerous creative sessions using collage materials and painting media that the children love to get involved with. Alongside these activities, they explored colours, giving the children the freedom to mix different colours together, naming them and identifying our favourite colours too! We hope you have received some of your children’s work to take home- please don’t forget to check your child’s drawers for artwork and letters on a regular basis. 

On a warm day earlier in the month, the Toddlers decided they would have a Carwash! The cars and bikes in the garden were in need of a clean so this was a completely spontaneous activity but the children thoroughly enjoyed it! 

They took bowls of soapy water out into the garden and chose what they wanted to wash. The children were soaked through at the end of it but they had a great time nonetheless!

The children have been enthralled with their visits from Ned the Puppet who reads stories and sings songs with them. They also had a finger-puppet show of Goldilocks and the Three Bears that they loved too. The children get very excited when Ned visits and they all want to get up and chat to him personally!

    Pre-school

The month of August has been a very interesting and enjoyable month in the Pre-school room. Our main theme has been ‘Our World’ but each week we have learnt about a different topic.

For the first two weeks we covered the very busy topic of Space. Our whole classroom went orbital throughout the two weeks as the children learnt about the various planets and the bizarre meaning of gravity. Planets and stars made by mixing colours and moulding foil hung from the ceiling, giving us a space atmosphere whilst a rocket landed in our home corner which left craters like holes the same as on the moon! 

Our rocket of course then needed to be maintained and looked after so as a treat for his excellent work over the last two weeks, Adam was chosen to take it home. As we all know, rockets are not the smallest form of transportation so Adam’s Mummy and Daddy were very pleased to be taking it home in the car that evening! We were shown the photo below a few days later- we were all amazed that it was almost as big as their car!
These weeks were also very imaginable ones with creative activities being at their messiest. We created a moon’s surface by covering a table with bubble wrap, mixing plaster of paris with water and leaving it to set on the table for the afternoon. We then made foil aliens and moon buggies out of Duplo and spent the afternoon being astronauts, also wearing our astronaut masks that we had made in the morning. 

Week three was a very fun but educational week. The topic changed to Science and the week was full of different experiments with some still continuing now- our chosen potato for our potato run that is yet to sprout!

We were archeologists digging for dinosaurs, scientists experimenting with ‘chemicals’ and became keepers of our new guests- the snails, slugs, worms and caterpillars that the children had you all searching your gardens for! The children looked at them through magnifying glasses and kept track of the different leaves they liked to eat. We did however have to let them go at the end of the week and the children were very sad to wave them goodbye. 

   Week four consisted of learning about our local 

   environment alongside different countries of the world. 

   The children were shown photos of a very old-fashioned 

   Maidenhead that they compared with modern ones. We 

   learnt that the nursery building hasn’t really changed at all 

   since it was built in 1884! We also made maps of how we 

   travel to Nursery, drawing things that we see on the way 

   and learning about where our friends and teachers live! 

The children have also made a number of flags to coincide with the topic of Countries and have talked about the various cultures that they include. We have studied tourist attractions such as the Eiffel Tower and have ended the week by cooking dishes from all over the world. We should even be able to help Mummies and Daddies in the kitchen now!

Pre-school teachers would like to say thank you to all Parents who have contributed and helped their children with the ‘letter of the week’. The children enjoy showing their friends the items they have brought in and it is certainly helping all the children with their early letter recognition.                

Suitable footwear

Can we please request that your child wears suitable shoes for Nursery that are sturdy and secure on their feet. Quite a few children are coming in with flimsy sandals or flip- flops which are not suitable for Nursery, as we do not want the children tripping over and hurting themselves. 

Slippers are also requested if you have not already supplied them but can we also remind you to check them for size and replace if necessary.

Congratulations 
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Congratulations to:

Jack Leftley and his family on the safe arrival of his baby sister Jessica. Apologies for the belated wishes!

Tom Sharpe and his family on the safe arrival of his baby sister Becky.

We hope you are enjoying your time together as a family and are not too affected by sleep deprivation!! 

Farewell

We would like to say goodbye to Isaac, Sunny, Majiec, Charlotte, Oliver Croker and Oliver Kennedy who are all going to be starting big school in September, Joshua H who is going to the nursery attached to his designated school and Morgan Clinch who is moving house and transferring to our Stokenchurch Nursery. We would also like to wish Callum, Zara W, Katie and Alex F good luck for their future. 

Birthdays
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Happy birthday to:

   Izzy Branagh 1 yr on the 1st August

   Louis Bello 1 yr on the 23rd August

   Max Saltern 1 yr on the 25th August

   Max Marsh 1 yr on the 28th August

   Regards

   Janet and team
