[image: image1.wmf]   

Welcome to our October Newsletter.
This month has seen many changes within the nursery including some new faces in the rooms. We said goodbye to Estelle who many of you would have known as she was here for 4 years and has seen many of the children move through the nursery from babies to pre-school. She is still in contact and will pop in and see us. We wish her good luck in her new job. 

Due to an increase in the number of children at the nursery we have some new staff in the baby and older baby rooms; Louise who has an NVQ 2, Fiona, NVQ 3, Kirsty, NVQ 3, Wahida NVQ2 and Zoe who is undertaking her NVQ 2. We would like to welcome them all to the nursery. We would also like to welcome Ana to the toddler room she has an NVQ 2. 

Nursery farm visit.

We would like to thank you for your patience while we were  trying to organise an alternative to the nursery outing. The visit to Odds Farm was becoming quite expensive so we decided to cancel the trip and organise a mobile farm to visit us. As you were probably aware the farm was booked to visit on Friday 14th September but due to an outbreak of foot and mouth disease the transport of animals was banned and so the visit was postponed. We have provisionally re-booked the farm to visit us on Wednesday 24th October provided the ban is lifted. We will keep you informed of progress.  

 Yummy Mummy Week
As you may recall the 17 – 21st September was Yummy Mummy Week and we did a week of activities to raise money for the children’s cancer charity CLIC Sargent.  The week started with our pre-school mummies guessing which of the wonderful pictures was the picture of them and there were lots of successes.  On Tuesday Tommy’s daddy and Adam’s  daddy very bravely joined us in the afternoon and read some lovely stories which the children thoroughly enjoyed.  Wednesday was cake and cookie day. Throughout the nursery everyone was busy cooking and parents brought in both home baked and brought cakes. As usual we all enjoyed licking the bowls and we hope the end products were edible!  The pre-school sponsored silence raised an astonishing amount of

money and some children managed to remain silent for a full 16 minutes – parents take note it can be done!  

The week finished with a pyjama party for staff and children and lots of teddies joined us from home that some staff knew very well from when the children were younger. Strangely the staff did not venture out for their lunches that day but we all had a very enjoyable ‘lazy’ day.

Thank you to all parents, friends and family who made donations and the total so far is £435. The Maidenhead Advertiser visited on Friday and a photograph was in the paper on Thursday 27th September.

New arrival.

We would like to congratulate Siobhan on the safe arrival of her baby boy, Alfie, who was born on Monday 17th September weighing  7lb 4oz. We would like to wish all the family well.
Babies

We would like to welcome Eva, Tejas and Jayden who have joined the nursery this month. They are settling in and bonding well with staff.  As many of us are new to the nursery we have been introducing ourselves to the children and getting to know them. We have continued to use the children’s senses when planning activities and have been singing songs that the new members of staff have been teaching us.

This month of September has been about story time and favourite characters. We have been reading lots of different stories with the children and they all seem to love story time.

We have been looking at a variety of books including soft fabric books, pop-up books and stories that lift the flaps to see the different pictures. The children are able to choose the books that they want  to look at and by turning the pages themselves and lifting the flaps, they are developing their motor skills.

We have been busy doing art work around the story of the ‘Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and the children have been using a variety of art materials including paint, glue, glitter and different types of paper, card and materials. They all thoroughly enjoy finger painting and the messier the better!

Along with listening to our new nursery rhymes we have been singing our other favourites and playing along with the musical instruments. The children enjoy this time very much as they can make as much noise as possible. They also enjoy learning the actions that go along with the nursery rhymes.

Older babies

A big welcome to Morgan, Will and Saki who have moved into older babies and another big welcome to Saloni who is new to the nursery.  They are all doing extremely well settling in and making new friends.

This month the older babies have been looking at their favourite books and they were learning about the different farm animals in preparation for our farm visit. We spent time looking at each animal to see what their characteristics are from long tails to big ears, their different colours, where they live and what sounds they make. We painted pictures of ducks, sheep, cows, chickens and rabbits and sang all our animal nursery rhymes including, ‘Old Macdonald had a farm’ and ‘The farmer’s in his den’ with our cuddly toys. 

Along with the rest of the nursery we were cooking for Yummy Mummy Week and we made biscuits and flapjacks.  To add to the fun we soon turned cooking into messy play with flour all over our hands, faces, clothes and the floor!

The children in older babies love having the room to move around freely and helping themselves to activities within the room.  The firm favourites are the cars, the dolls and the books. They also love running up and down and around the room following each other, laughing loudly and calling each others names. Outside in the garden the older babies enjoy the climbing frame and slides and start to gain their confidence climbing and descending stairs.  

With time they progress to the rope ladder which requires mastering their gross manipulative skills and being brave! And a new interest this month has been the hoola hoops and the multi-coloured  wind spirals which have been mesmerizing in the September breeze.   

Toddlers

Welcome to Jamie, Joel and Michael who are new to the nursery and we also welcome back Imogen, who was in older babies when she left and is now a big 2 year old.  

This month the toddlers have been learning about how to look after our pets.  The children learnt about where they live, the food they eat and also what they do for fun and exercise. The children took care of a soft cuddly rabbit called Brownie by giving him a crunchy carrot and the cat and dog by giving them the correct food. We had a visit from Rachael’s three lovely fish, Jet, Silvester and Nemo which  the children were able to look at and talk about and were a source of fascination. 

For Yummy Mummy Week the children were very creative and decorated yummy biscuits that were later sold for a small donation to the charity.  We had a special visit from Tommy’s daddy who read stories to the children and he was so good that the children didn’t want him to go.

An activity that is always enjoyed by everyone is using the dressing up clothes to role play being mummys and daddys. The toddlers are able to help themselves to a variety of clothes, hats, shoes and bags.

They are often going shopping and this month in particular they were off to buy their favourite pet.  It is always interesting listening to their conversations and hearing those phrases we know have come from their parents! 

Pre school

Welcome to Shrey Chawla, Arun Blundell, Tyla Davies and Lewis Townsend who are new to the nursery and to George Blood and Matthew Lee Thorp who have joined us from the toddler room.

This month of  September has been all about our favourite songs, stories and characters. We have incorporated out story times, activity times and even our outdoor play times to the themes and have had lots of fun, enjoyable occasions throughout.

To start the month we introduced a number of well known story lines which led to all sorts of messy creative activities. The children all grouped together to paint, stick and build the three little pigs houses using real brick, sticks and straw.

They also made the three bears porridge which they ate for their tea before goldilocks found it and they decorated their own gingerbread men using all different kinds of yummy sweets. 

Outside in the garden was also a very busy time. As you know we are lucky to have a bridge as part of our climbing frame. This bridge encourages all sort of imaginative role play and on this occasion it was a troll’s bridge. The children took it in turns to be the three billy goats gruff and ‘trip trapped’ over the bridge luckily reaching the other side safely. After this role play and back in the classroom, the children make some fantastic art work based on the three billy goats gruff, which is displayed in the room. 

A new energetic game was introduced to bring to life the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, where the children mimicked different beans. They danced the day away to their favourite nursery until a bean name was shouted, broad bean for example, when the children had to stop and make themselves as broad and as wide as they possibly could. 

The children then explored a variety of ‘magic beans’, some of the children squashed and squeezed them , some used magnifying glasses to investigate them further and some children decided that they didn’t like the texture so happily sat and watched.  As you can imagine the imagination of all our children and staff were running wild!

Lots of new and exciting ideas spiraled from this theme and it was a busy month of activities enjoyed by everyone.

Next month’s theme is going to be based around Autumn. It is that time of the year when we are able to collect all different kinds of autumnal objects including pine cones, conkers and colourful leaves. These are all things the children love to explore so when you are next on a lovely weekend stroll though the park and see any interesting things I’m sure all collectables will come into use.

Pushchairs in the foyer

Unfortunately we do not have enough space to accommodate pushchairs and they create a possible fire hazard. Please could you ensure that they are not left in the foyer during the day.

Checking children’s drawers

Just a reminder to everyone to please check their children’s drawers or boxes.  Letters, party invitations and artwork are put in their drawers during the day and it would be great if they could be taken home at the end of their session.

Overshoes in the baby rooms

It is important that parents and visitors do not wear their outdoor shoes in the baby rooms. Please could you use the lovely blue plastic overshoes in the baskets at the top of each staircase or remove your shoes before entering each of the rooms. 

Indoor slipper and shoes

Please could you remember to check the size of your children’s slippers and indoor shoes as their feet grow very rapidly and there has been a few complaints of tightness!

Nursery drawstring bags

We are trying to encourage the children to use drawstring bags rather than bulky bags as they fit better on to the children’s pegs.  Our nursery drawstring bags cost £3.50.

Pre-school uniform

A reminder to parents that uniform is compulsory for our pre-school children. Polo shirts are £7.00 and sweatshirts are £10.00 and can be ordered from Janet or Anna. Please ask a member of staff for an uniform order form. We also have a selection of second-hand uniform available in the nursery foyer and polo shirts are £3.00 and sweatshirts are £4.50.  For those children moving from toddlers through to pre-school it may take several weeks for the uniform to arrive so please feel free to order early.

Dates to remember
Jeans for Genes Day on 5th October 2007

Parents evening on 6th November 2007

Pottery Painting on 7th November 2007

Babies Christmas Party on 11th December 2007

Christmas Play and Party on 14th December 2007

Farewell

We would like to say goodbye and good luck to Caitlyn in Older babies who is going to be spending more time with mummy.

Birthdays
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Happy birthday to:

    Eva Sumner 1 yr on the 9th September

    Ellie Bridge 1 yr on the 23rd September

    Tejas Andhale 1yr on the 27th Septemer 

    Alice Holden 2 yrs on the 19th September

Rayen Kchikech 3 yrs on the 19th September

Charlie Dunn 4 yrs on the 15th September

Iwan Hughes 4 yrs on the 29th September

  Regards

  Janet and team
