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Welcome to our June 2008 newsletter.

It’s amazing how quickly the year is flying by and that we are entering into the 3rd month at Positive Steps in Apsley. We have had yet another successful month in May and I hope you enjoy reading about news.
Staff
Firstly I would like to introduce myself, my name is Heidi Turner and I have been a Manager for Positive Steps for nearly 3 years. I have been working in childcare for nearly 14 years and have gained experience through working as a nanny and in Nursery settings. I gained my NNEB L3 qualification at college and recently completed NVQ L4 in Management.
I have enjoyed meeting everyone, getting to know the children and trying to remember all their names!

I am looking forward to being involved in the growth and development of our Nursery. 

If there is anything I can help you with please do not hesitate to come and find me.
New Children
In May we are pleased to welcome some new children to our Nursery. It is wonderful to see all the children settled and happy and being able to watch the new friendships bloom.

In our Baby Room we would like to big welcome to Jake, he is one of our youngest members who win everyone over with his big beaming smile.

In our Toddler and Pre-school Room we are welcoming, Leon, Ethan, Tyler and Gabriel. They have visited the Nursery and spent time within their areas getting to know the staff, joining in with the activities and becoming familiar with their new Nursery. 
Room News

Our topic this month has been ‘All about me’

Baby Room

‘All about me’ was an interesting and fun topic to focus on. We gave the children the opportunity to look at themselves through a mirror pointing to their eyes, nose and mouth. We incorporated this activity by singing ‘heads, shoulders, knees and toes’ so we hope you know the words so that you can practise at home. 
We provide activities to enable the children to explore a variety of textiles and textures with their hands and their feet, as you can imagine they particularly enjoyed the hand and feet painting! 
Having great fun sticking
Toddlers and Pre-School
During this monthly topic we have had great fun focusing on ourselves including investigating our facial features, looking at the different colours of our eyes, hair and skin and seeing how tall we are. We enjoyed making portrait pictures of ourselves for our display; we provided a variety of media for the children to use as their hair, mouth and eyes. We used this activity as a learning opportunity to focus on colour, counting and shapes.

We also had fun with our spring activities creating a display of daffodils using 3D modelling, and printing with construction toys to create the background.
Printing the background for our display

Our topic next month will be Our World and we will be looking at the environment around us.

We have been very lucky this month to be able to take advantage of the outside area; however with the unpredictability of the English weather please can you ensure that you provide your child with the appropriate essentials. I’m hoping that we will have a sun filled summer; to ensure that all the children can have fun in our garden please can you provide us with sun cream for your child and complete the appropriate consent form which you can find in the rooms.
Taking our activities outside
Birthday and Congratulations
We would like to say a very happy birthday to Mia Liddiard was 1 yrs old on the 4th May, Gabriel and Caleb who were 2 yrs old on the 2nd June.

We also send big congratulations to Theo and his family on the safe arrival of his sister Angel, we hope that everyone is settling in well and look forward to meeting Theo’s little sister.
The proud big brother!

Slippers and indoor shoes

With the recent increase in numbers we have been able to utilize the Toddler area downstairs. We have been able to ensure that appropriate activities are being provided for all the children throughout their day at Nursery.

In our Toddler area we have a hard floor surface, to maximise safety and maintain high levels of hygiene we would be grateful if you could provide your child with labelled slippers or indoor shoes. These can be kept in their personal drawers where the children can access them on a daily basis and be encouraged to put them on independently.
We love messy activities!
Door Entry
We have recently changed the door code however I would like to remind you not to let other parents into the nursery or to divulge the entry code.  Keeping our children safe is our main priority, as we’re sure it is yours.

Future Events
Each month we focus on a new and exciting topic, during each month the children will also be learning about different events and festivals throughout the year.

We are pleased to inform you that we will be having a visit from Zoo Lab on Monday 9th June at 2.30pm. Zoo lab brings to the Nursery a selection of animals ranging from snails to guinea pigs. The children will be taught about the animal’s environment, where they live and what they like to eat, they will also be given an opportunity to touch and feel the animals.

I have placed a photo album full of interesting photos from when Zoo lab visited our Nursery in Stokenchurch.
Signing in and out
Also in the entrance, you will find a roll-call of the children we are expecting in the nursery every day.  We would be very grateful if you could remember to sign your child/children in and out.  Not only is this a requirement of OFSTED, but it is a vital record for checking the children in the event of an emergency.  This is in addition to the registers kept in each room by the staff.

As you may be aware we are now using the toddler room. All of the children have been allocated their own peg and drawer with their individual name label, to ensure that all children’s belonging are kept safe please can you hang their coats and bags on their pegs and put their slippers on before you bring your child upstairs for breakfast. If you are unsure of where to find their peg please ask a member of staff.
Car parking
Over the last few weeks it has become busier outside of the Nursery in the mornings. However the outside area of the Nursery is a public highway and we are unable to prevent other people parking their cars when visiting the surrounding houses. At the end of this road we do have 4 private Nursery parking bays. These bays are for parents of the Nursery to use when dropping off and collecting their children. 

We hope you have enjoyed reading our monthly newsletter.
