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Welcome to our July 2008 newsletter.

We had another successful month in June with the arrival of some new staff as detailed below and some new children. We also all enjoyed the visit from Zoo Lab.  We can’t wait for the warm weather that July will hopefully bring and are planning some fun games and activities that we can all enjoy outside!
Staff
This Month we have welcomed two new staff the first of which is Zoe Nicholls who has taken the position of Deputy Manager. Zoe will be based in the Baby room as room Leader but will also be able to taken managerial duties in Heidi’s absence.
 Zoe has over 5 years of childcare experience working in a variety of roles including a Senior Area Manager for an out of school Care Company. She holds a NNEB (NVQ level 3) qualification and a Higher National Diploma in Early Childhood Studies (NVQ Level 4) 
We also welcome Sharon Jones to the Toddler room Sharon has taken on the position as Nursery Assistant, after previously volunteering at the nursery. She will be working alongside Ashley and Louise. Sharon has shown a great interest in childcare and developed positive relationships with the children. She is hoping to start her NVQ in September
Kirsty has recently also joined us here at Positive Steps she has accepted a position as Nursery Nurse, currently based in the baby room working alongside Zoe and Catherine. Kirsty has just completed her BTEC level 3 in early years and has gained valuable experience by working with a variety of age groups in different setting as part of her work placements for her Level 3 qualification.
 New Children

The baby room this month has welcomed Clarissa; Clarissa has enjoyed getting to know all the children and staff. She has enjoyed exploring all the toys and her favourite activity was making a star with lots of glitter for our display. 
Room News

Our topic this month has been ‘Our world’

Baby Room

In the baby room we used the ‘Our World’ topic to learn about objects in our world. We used glitter, paper and different materials to stick on various object and insects such as cars, rockets, butterflies and stars. You can see what we made on our new display shown below. We also read stories and look at books which showed us how people live around the world.
 We welcomed Zoe as the new room leader. Zoe and Catherine have been busy tidying and organising the room. You may have noticed we moved the children’s draws to create more space around our dinner tables. We have also placed a red box on top of the draws, where you will find any lost property from the baby room. 
Zoe has updated and reviewed the baby room planning so next month we have lots of fun 
With lots of messy activities planned. Please remember to bring in a change of clothing for your child just in case and let us know if you do not wish for your child to participate. Zoe would like to say a big Thank you to all the parents and children who have welcomed her into the nursery.

Toddlers and Pre-School
During this monthly topic we have had great fun learning about ‘Our World’ We focused on space and made a space display, by painting planets and putting glitter onto stars as pictured below.  
We also enjoyed singing twinkle, twinkle little star and three men in a flying saucer. We made 3D rockets from recycled materials and decorated them with tissue paper for the fire and paint for the windows. 
Robin enjoyed making his rocket and made tissue paper flames.

To help develop our knowledge and understanding of the world we used holiday brochures to cut and stick pictures of landscapes and holiday venues of different countries around the world. The staff supported the children by encouraging them to hold the scissors correctly in order to help develop their fine motor skills. 
The toddler room has welcomed Sharon and she has been enjoying spending time getting to know the children and their parents and familiarizing herself with the toddler routine.

         Children’s information records
We would like to remind all parents that we hold Children’s information records on file at Nursery which contains information on your child’s needs and routine, we would currently like to update our records in the baby room and recently sent home a new children’s information sheet for you to complete. Please could you ensure your return these to your child’s key worker. 
We have also relocated the babies individual development folders into our second baby room so that staff can regularly update these with your children’s work. Parents are also welcome to come into nursery and view their Tracker and Evidence books at anytime. 
Birthdays
We would like to say a very happy birthday to Clarissa who is 1 year old on 3rd July, Tyler who is 2 years old on 16th July and Harry who is 2 years old on 22nd July. Happy birthday from all your friends at Positive Steps.
Slippers and indoor shoes

We would like to remind all parents with children in the toddler room that the children will require slippers or indoor shoes to protect their feet and provide comfort when walking on the laminate floor area.

Future Events
 This month we have planned some fun activities to support our themes and events this month. In July we have organised a visit from our local fire station, who are going to come and support our Theme of ‘Our world’ by helping us understand the service they provide and to show us the equipment they use in fire fighting.
  Friday 4th July is Independence Day so we will be celebrating when America declared its independence from Great Britain and learning about America. 
 Kids Club video are coming to nursery on Wednesday 23rd July, Kids club are a company which uses green screen visual effects to record a short DVD of your child interacting with different surroundings you then have the opportunity to view this DVD with a option to purchase. 
Car parking
Over the last few weeks it has become busier outside of the Nursery in the mornings. However the outside area of the Nursery is a public highway and we are unable to prevent other people parking their cars when visiting the surrounding houses. At the end of this road we do have 4 private Nursery parking bays. These bays are for parents of the Nursery to use when dropping off and collecting their children. 

We hope you have enjoyed reading our monthly newsletter.
