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Welcome to our May newsletter.

We hope you have all enjoyed the wonderful weather we have been having and we look forward to lots more to come- Spring is definitely in the air!
The children have certainly been making the most of it and have loved being able to spend more time in the garden. We will be planning trips out too now the weather has got warmer so we will keep you informed when they are arranged.

Sun cream and sunhats
May we take this opportunity to remind those of you who have not yet supplied sun cream or sunhats for your children to please do so as soon as possible. The children will not be able to go outside otherwise and we know how much they enjoy it! 
Please ensure they are also labelled so that we can store them correctly. 

   Confidentiality
   Please can we remind parents of the nursery’s 

   confidentiality policy in that any information 

   regarding children or staff is not to be passed on to a 

   third party without the parents permission.  
Removal of footwear in baby rooms
To enable us to keep to a high level of health and safety we have introduced the removal of outdoor footwear when entering the baby and older baby rooms. Please remove your shoes and leave them by the door. This is to ensure the carpets stay as clean as possible so the children can crawl around and play safely.            

Toilet training
If your child is toilet-training within the nursery, please can we ask that you bring in a large supply of clothes for your children to change into when they wet themselves. This needs to be easily accessible to staff so they can change your child efficiently and with minimal fuss. 

Socks and shoes also need to be duplicated as these frequently get wet too!  The children also need to be wearing clothes that they can pull down easily. This makes them more independent and less likely to wet if they can toilet themselves. Tracksuit trousers are ideal but please, no belts or dungarees! 

Letters in drawer

Any letters for you or your child will be placed in your child’s drawer. Please check them on a daily basis to ensure you are receiving them. 

If you bring in invitations for other children can you please place them in their drawers. It is not the responsibility of the staff to remember to hand them out or to chase up replies.       
Babies
We would like to welcome Ellie, Grace, Evie, Elliot and Saki who have all joined us this month- all are at different stages of the settling process but they are doing extremely well. 

   A big welcome also goes to Nikki who is our new 

   member of staff in the baby room. Nikki has joined 

   us as a senior nursery nurse who has a wide range of 

   experience and we know she will be a huge asset to 
   the nursery.
   This month, babies have been busy with various 

   activities. With the sunny weather and a topic of 

   Spring, we have enjoyed trips out and had a fun time 

   at the park. It was a beautiful day and we shared the 

   play area with a mixture of children who were all 

   very kind to us and were happy for us to share it 

   with them.
Babies have really enjoyed getting to know each other this month which has come about with the arrival of many new faces. They all benefit greatly from the interaction that takes place during their time here and there are some lovely sights to be seen when the children play together. 
Books and reading together has been another area we have been focusing on. The children love reading books and it is a great way for us as key-carers to spend quality time with the children in our care.

Easter activities were obviously involved within this month’s activities too and the babies had great fun decorating the flower pots that they painted and filled with chocolate eggs as little Easter baskets.  They were very eager to sample them for you too and not everyone was happy to send them home! 
Our topic for the following month is Transport which is a popular one. If you have anything that you feel would be of interest to the children please feel free to bring it into nursery.
Older babies

This month we would like to welcome Alice, Anurag, Eshan, Henry, Jack, Laoise and Max who have all moved through from the baby room. They have all settled in well and have enjoyed sharing the experience together.   

The children have been involved with various art activities throughout the month and have focused especially on colour and texture. We experimented with a range of resources but painting and sticking activities remain a firm favourite!
Older babies also made Easter gifts to take home for mummies and daddies. The flower pots were beautifully decorated and the children also made gingerbread bunnies that were fun to make and tasted yummy too!
Music is greatly enjoyed during the day too and the children love the dinosaur stomp cd. It gets all the children dancing and moving and they love to catch bubbles too as part of the routine! It has some very catchy tunes in it which can sometimes stick in our heads for days!
Toddlers

April has been yet another busy month for the toddler room with the Easter celebrations and the warming weather making it a very excitable time for both the children and staff!

Over the Easter period the children had lots of opportunities to get crafty with a whole variety of art and craft activities provided for them. Parents were also able to get involved with these, we planted our ‘cress egg heads’ and sent them home to be nurtured and to grow. 

The children (and parents) were all very proud of their end results and some even brought them back to nursery to show them off to the teachers.

To carry on with the Easter celebrations we made cute Easter present flower pots which homed some little yellow chicks and some yummy chocolate eggs. An Easter egg hunt was also a fun game that we played in the garden. We searched high and low and found them all!

The lovely spring weather has meant we could really make the most of the garden this month and we have been taking a lot of our activities outside.

The balancing beams have been a favourite and the children are becoming experts at balancing on them and I’m sure that we have some expert gymnasts in the making. Construction and art activities have also been taken outside as well as carrying out our circle times which have included musical movement, doing the dinosaur stomp and story times on the parachute.

Pre-school

This month Pre-school would like to welcome Wiktor, Georgia and Uma who are new to the nursery and Jessica and Laoise who have joined us from Toddlers.

This month we have been observing Spring and discussing the changes we see in our environment. The girls have said that they think the trees look very pretty with blossom on and that it looks like confetti at a Wedding when it falls down.

We enjoyed celebrating Easter by making some delicious chocolate nest cakes- the children were very confident at making these as they were keen to tell Kim how to make them!

We planted sunflower seeds and painted flowers on flower pots- we hope you are remembering to water them and they are beginning to grow!

  We also enjoyed making our fluffy chick cards and        

  singing ‘Chick, chick, chick, chick, chicken..’ and    

  ‘Hop little bunny’ songs.

Pre-school have had some very interesting visitors this month. Jesie, who works in the Toddler room, kindly brought in some frog spawn which we observed very quickly hatching into tadpoles. The tadpoles are growing very fast and are changing daily. 

The children have observed them through magnifying glasses and have been looking at reference books to see what will happen next. We made a beautiful display of the Life Cycle of a Frog which can be seen displayed within the classroom. You will notice that we used bubble wrap to create the frogspawn and we think you will agree it looks very effective.       

Our mini-topic has been mini-beasts and the children have been really interested to learn about all kinds of insects. We hope you like the children’s creations that are displayed around the classroom. We have made our name caterpillars, a ‘One Hundred Worm’ that was originally only going to be 10-digits long but the children wanted to carry on counting!

We have also talked about how bees make honey, we painted stripy bees and made honey sandwiches which were yummy.

We collected a spider that Estelle found in the cupboard- it wasn’t a small one either! We observed the spider and counted his legs before setting him free and making our very own handprint spiders. 

We enjoyed making our ‘Ants on a log’ healthy snack from cream cheese, celery and raisins, although some of the children were not too keen on the celery and decided to send them home for mummies and daddies- we hope you enjoyed them!

Birthdays
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 Happy birthday to:

Simone 
1 yr on the 4th April

Lewis
1 yr on the 17th April

Ayush
2yrs on the 8th April

Ted

2 yrs on the 15th April

Matthew
3 yrs on the 14th April

Laoise
3 yrs on the 28th April

Juliette
4 yrs on the 2nd April

Sadie

4yrs on the 15th April

Morgan
1 yr on the 26th May

Hannah 
2 yrs on the 6th May

Callum
2 yrs on the 10th May

Awen
2 yrs on the 13th May

Millie
2 yrs on the 24th May

Leah

4 yrs on the 2nd May

Kya

4 yrs on the 3rd May

Saffi

4 yrs on the 16th May

Megan
4 yrs on the 20th May

Sofia

4 yrs on the 28th May

