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March 2008

Dear Parents,

March is here already and we are looking forward to all the new flowers and warm sunshine starting to come through the window.

However, as I am sure you are aware it is still very chilly outside and we still require a warm coat and hat to wear when the children go out to play.

Staffing

We are delighted to welcome Kirsty to the Pre-School team at nursery. Kirsty started during February and is settling in really well. Please help us to make her feel welcome. 

Pre-School trip to Hopscotch

Hopscotch was so much fun! We jumped, climbed, slid, bounced and scrambled everywhere. We slid down the slide 3 at a time racing to see who was the fastest. We got stuck in the tunnel as the big balls at either end blocked it, which was really funny. We jumped really high into the ball pit and disappeared under all the balls. Then we all got back on the bus to head back to Nursery for some lunch, as 

We were very hungry by then.

Toddlers and Little Toddlers trip to Hopscotch

Little Toddlers and Toddlers went to Hopscotch on the 12th February 2008. We enjoyed the minibus ride down watching the cars and trees go passed. 

When we got in Sam and Claudia had to put wristbands on us, while we took our shoes off and rushed off to play. We were all very excited to start playing. The slide into the ball pool was 

Our favourite bit especially when Sam, Claudia and Heidi came down with us. It was fun when we disappeared into the balls! The tunnel was fun, when we pushed the big balls through and chased them. We also enjoyed catching the flying balls.

After School Club

We are thrilled to announce the start of a Brand New Venture for Positive Steps Nurseries. We have started an after school club at Stokenchurch Primary School. This takes place every afternoon from 3.30pm-6pm and is for children aged 3 – 11 years.

If you would like further information, please speak with Heidi or call her at Nursery on 01494 484737.

Nursery Bags

We are very pleased to let you know that we have a new Nursery Bag for all children. 

It is compulsory for all children to have a Positive Steps Nursery Bag and these will be on sale immediately for £5. There are a rucksack so are especially good 

Forthcoming topics

During March we will be talking about shapes and patterns. This is a great opportunity for the younger children to learn new shapes and the older children to consolidate what they already know.

We will also be looking at:

· St David’s Day on the 1st March

· Mothering Sunday on the 2nd March

· St Patrick’s Day on the 17th March

· Easter

Forthcoming dates
We will be closed on Friday 21st March and Monday 24th March for the Easter Bank Holiday weekend. 

On Thursday 3rd April, we have a photographer coming in to take photographs of all the children. More information will be available nearer the time. 

Little Babies and Older Babies

During February the Babies have had lots of fun playing with the large cars, the car mat, tracks and large Green Mountain. The children have really enjoyed watching the cars whizzing down the ramp and off the end.

We have had fun going outside now the weather is a bit brighter. We have been kicking the ball between us and riding on the bikes and cars. 

[image: image2.wmf]We had a big celebration in the middle of February when Emma had her first birthday. She brought in some lovely chocolates for the other children and we sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to her. We also wish Archie H a very Happy 1st 
birthday and enjoyed visiting Hopscotch, coincidently on the same day.

We were also delighted when Megan came to nursery having learnt how to walk over the weekend. There is no stopping her now!!

We have talked about how we feel and practised our happy faces and sad faces. We have also being doing happy thumbs (thumbs up) and sad thumbs (thumbs down) to illustrate how we are feeling. We made lots of different happy, sad, cross and shocked faces that are on our display board watching everything we do.

Jill, Nicole, Jan and Donna

Little Toddlers

This month the Little Toddlers have had some pretty exciting things going on from Valentine’s Day to Chinese New Year and they have also been looking at emotions and ourselves. 

Chinese New Year
The children made Chinese Red Envelopes, Rat masks and hats that were very exciting. We even had chicken stir-fry for lunch one Friday. The children enjoyed looking at dragons and dancing to Chinese music.

We also had fun doing a week of Valentine’s activities and hope you liked the Valentine’s cards, hearts, cookies and pictures we all did.

Our children have also been looking at emotions and ourselves. We have been painting the bodies of Mr Men characters for our display and made our own faces out of paper plates.

We are starting to look forward to Mother’s Day and all the preparation for things for our mummies.

We also celebrated with Claudia because she passed her driving test earlier this month. Well done Claudia (
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Claudia and Lisa

Toddlers
This month Toddlers have been doing activities relating to themselves.

We created a display board of emotions and ourselves by painting and sticking, we have also been glittering and getting messy with glue for Valentine’s Day. 

We also made heart shaped biscuits for our Valentine’s which the Toddlers really enjoyed as they all got a turn to mix and roll the dough as well as cutting out the hearts.

Alongside this, we have been visiting the library every two weeks and have listened well to the librarians reading us stories and joining in with the songs.

We have had fun playing with the tea set and food making dinner for the staff and ensuring everyone is sat on their chairs properly when they are at the table!! The Toddlers and Little Toddler have really enjoyed these experiences.

Jonathan and Dylan are getting excited about their birthday’s coming up in March and we are looking forward to celebrating with them.

H and Sam
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Pre-School
This month Pre-School have been looking at Emotions and Ourselves. We made a busy display about our bodies; we drew a child showing how we see ourselves in the mirror and then two others showing our organs and bones.

We have also made an emotions fan drawing different faces, including happy and sad. 

On the staff room door we have a graph showing how many children in pre-school have what colour eyes. The children looked in the mirror and at each other to find out what colour eyes they had; at the moment blue is most common colour.

For Valentine’s Day we created sparkly cards using glue and glitter. We also celebrated Chinese New Year by creating a bright dragon display using coloured paper and glitter.

We have turned our Role Play Area into a Garden Centre. We have flowers, seeds, gardening tools and posters. The children love to pretend to plant seeds and watch them grow into flowers, which they then sell to each other.

As a new way to encourage the children to help at tidy-up time, we have started playing a specific piece of music 5 minutes before tidy-up time. This gives the children a sense of time because as soon as the music changes, it is time to tidy-up.

We all hope Anthony had a lovely 4th birthday on the 18th February and also that Emma had fun when she turned 3 on the 5th February. Maisie will be celebrating when she has her 4th birthday on the 1st March. Happy Birthday to all those Pre-School children.
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Jen, Heather and Shakila

Reminders

Door entry.

Please could we remind parents not to let other parents or visitors into the nursery at any time. For the safety of the children and staff we ask that you ensure the door closes behind you when entering or leaving the nursery. All parents are aware of the code to gain entry and we are sure you will all appreciate the importance of maintaining the safety of everybody within the nursery.

Illnesses.
Following a letter sent out earlier this month, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that we have been set guidelines by the environment of health that the exclusion period for sickness and diarrhoea is 48 hours. This is to reduce the chance of infecting other children and staff. 

I would also like to remind all Parents that we can only administer medication that has been prescribed. We are required to see the medication in its original packet with the child’s name and dose clearly marked on it. The only exception to this is that we are permitted to administer specific medication to reduce a child’s temperature. These medications are:

Calpol

Calprufen

Ibuprofen for Children. 

Please do not ask staff to give any other type of medication, as our governing body, Ofsted, does not allow it.

We would really appreciate your feedback on our monthly newsletter. Is there anything you don’t like or anything you would like to hear about? Please come and speak to Heidi or Jill if you have any suggestions.

Kind Regards,

Jill and Heidi. 

