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Welcome to our July newsletter.

In last month’s newsletter, I had written how beautiful the weather was as I sat at the desk- what a contrast this month as it has been wet and overcast for most of the day. Let’s hope that we can look forward to more sunshine very soon! I am sure there are lots of you who are counting the days to their holidays, and I am sure we will hear about many of them on your return!!

Swimming lessons

Sadly, our last swimming lesson for this term was Monday 25th June. The children have made excellent progress and have really enjoyed the Monday morning stroll to the pool. In the absence of Michelle for one session, Janet was able to go along and help and was amazed at how much then children achieved.

While she was there, a comment was made by a customer at the pool who had just finished her early morning swim, saying that she swims daily at the pool and she felt that our children were the best behaved children she sees.

A very pleasing comment indeed!!! 

Holidays 

Please could parents inform their child’s key-carer when they are taking holiday. It helps staff when planning for their individual groups and also if covering staff have been organised. 

Injuries

Parents are asked to inform staff if your child arrives at nursery with an injury that has occurred at home. You will be asked to complete an incident form detailing what has happened, as this is an Ofsted requirement. The form is confidential and will be placed on the child’s records.[image: image3.jpg]NEWSLETTER





Staff welcome

We would like to introduce you to our new members of staff within the nursery. Leanne is room leader in the Toddler room and has had lots of experience within various childcare settings and Kim, who has been mentioned previously as a part-time member of staff, has now joined us full-time and works in the Pre-school room.

Babies

We would like to welcome Ashlyn who has joined us in the baby room this month and is doing a very good job of settling in and making new friends

This month the babies have been exploring with creative activities and have really enjoyed exploring different medias. Activities have ranged from painting and gluing collages with different materials, colouring with chalks whilst mark-making on the blackboards, mashed potato play and exploratory play with scarves of various textures.           
As you can see from the picture, the children had great fun with the chalks and we introduced the use of a blackboard rather than using paper as it gave variety and a chance for them to experience new materials.

This activity with the mashed potato was great to get involved with as there was quite a mixed reaction to the textures they were experiencing. It took Louis a little while before he got stuck in but once he did he loved making lots of shapes with the moulds and putting his hands in so that he could squeeze it through his fingers!

 This month has also involved a number of children coming in    

 to settle with us so the babies have had the chance to meet new  

 friends and feel secure with their key carers and their 

 environment. It does sometimes take quite a while for these 

 children to settle as you can imagine as it is a very anxious 

 time for them but the babies have done extremely well at 

 welcoming their new playmates so well done to you all!         
   Planning board

   You will all be familiar with the notice board on the stairs   

   where we display our monthly planning and we wanted to 

   display this slightly differently so that you become more aware 

   of Birth To Three Matters and the area we are covering for that   

   particular month. Please take time to have a look as we want to 

   encourage parents to become involved with their child’s 

   activities. Please ask your child’s key-carer if you have any 

   questions or would like to discuss any activities that have been 

   planned for your children.
Older babies

We would like to welcome Tom and Abigail who started with us this month and are settling in really well.

This month we have tried a few new activities that the children have been thrilled about. Our most favoured by far is playing with the big cardboard tubes as we like rolling balls down them, not to mention lots of other toys that were also fun. The children found it quite baffling if anything got stuck!

They have been brilliant at taking turns and love chasing the balls as they roll out- it has even become a daily activity!
Another activity to develop our physical skills has been threading using string with large beads and cotton reels and the children have especially loved making necklaces with them and wearing them during the day. In fact, dressing-up is very popular with the older babies lately and they love trying on jewellery, hats, clothes, although other people’s shoes seem to be the most popular!

The children have enjoyed playing outside, even without the sunshine!, and the slide and see-saw have become our favourite toys. Some of us have managed to accomplish the rope climbing frame too and we like to help our friends who are not quite so confident on it.
Dancing and singing are still regular activities and the children get a lot out of these sessions. The dancing that takes place seems to be improving by the day and we see some great moves. They love expressing themselves through music and movement and even the quieter children are happy to join in. 

Reminder

Please can we remind Parents to bring in any items their children may need at Nursery. Outdoor and indoor shoes, sun cream, sun hats, spare clothes and toothbrushes and toothpaste are requested if you have not already supplied them .Thank you.
Toddlers

Welcome to Caitlyn and Nadine who have joined us from older babies and Kate who is new to the nursery We would also like to welcome Joe back to Positive Steps.

We have been looking at occupations this month to include in our planning. We have covered many different 

jobs including builders where we had a lot of ‘Bob’s’ in the room, doctors where we bandaged the dolls and each other and chefs where we made some lovely cakes. As you can see by the picture below, three little chefs were ready to take on Shane, our nursery chef, at cooking for the day!!!

This month’s topic has given us the opportunity to teach the children about the world around us by looking at gardeners and growing plants, the emergency services using the dressing up clothes, IT consultants and using the computers and personal hygiene by introducing the way we wash ourselves and clean out teeth.

We talked about photography and Zoe took her group of children around then nursery letting them take photographs of each other and other children in other rooms, some of which were very interesting and can be seen on a display board in the toddler room. We may have found some budding photographers!!!

Leanne was able to buy some tunnels for the children to explore with tents attaching either end. We have had great fun rolling around in them and hiding from each other. 

Pre-school

This month has been yet another busy month for Pre-school. Our main topic has been Occupations and People Who Help Us, where we have been learning about where our families work and what we want to be when we grow up. Tommy wants to be a ‘spiderman’, Alfie wants to be ‘a police’ and Oliver K wants to be a ‘fire engine’ so we certainly had some very interesting dreams revealed.

Throughout the month we have had several days where we have concentrated on different occupations including vets, where we have transformed our home corner into a veterinary practice to care for all our poorly animals, receptionists where we had keyboards, telephones and clip boards presented on a computer desk in our Positive Steps Head Office!
More messier activities have included imitating being top chefs and baking the best cheesy bread rolls in Maidenhead. The children could name all the ingredients and they helped to weigh them out before enjoying the hands- on side to cooking of kneading them all together- very messy it was too!

As you are hopefully aware, our Sports Day is rapidly approaching so in between the ‘June showers’ we have been practicing  very hard with our races.

All the children are really looking forward to the event so we do hope you Parents are able to come along and support them. 

Our topic for the coming month is going to be ‘Holidays and Summer fun’ so if the children have anything they would like to bring for show and tell that relates to this topic, it would help with their knowledge and understanding. 

Congratulations   

Congratulations to:

Ben and his family on the arrival of their twins- brother Joshua and sister Lara. 

Daisy and her family on the birth of her baby sister Lily. 

May we take this opportunity to wish you all well.

Farewell

Goodbye to Ben, who now has a baby brother and sister to look after, Imogen who is spending time with mummy and hopefully returning in September and Guillermo who is going to Spain to spend time with his Grandparents and hopefully returning at a later date. Good luck to you all.
Birthdays
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Happy birthday to:

   Caitlin

2 yrs on the 4th June

   Amelie
2 yrs on the 4th June

   Joe

2 yrs on the 11th June

   Nadine
2 yrs on the 19th June

   Hannah
3 yrs on the 2nd June

   Ethan

3 yrs on the 6th June

   Abbie

3 yrs on the 8th June

   Jai

3 yrs on the 11th June

   Hana

3 yrs on the 13th June

   Alec

3 yrs on the 24th June

   Jessica

3 yrs on the 24th June

   Isaac

5 yrs on the 3rd June

   Magic

5 yrs on the 13th June

   Oliver

5 yrs on the 26th June

   Regards

   Janet and team
