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January and February 2008

Dear Parents,

Welcome back!

Happy New Year (
We would like to wish all our Parents a very Happy New Year and we hope you all had a relaxing break over Christmas.

Due to the Christmas Holidays we are producing one Newsletter all about December 2007 and January 2008. So here are some of the things we have been doing over the last two months . . . 

Staffing

We are very pleased to welcome Jan to the Nursery team. Jan has taken Janet’s role in the Little Baby Room alongside Jill and the children all really love playing with her.

We have also welcomed Lisa to the Nursery Team. Lisa is based in the Little Toddler Room with Claudia and works in the mornings.

After School Club

We are thrilled to announce the start of a Brand New Venture for Positive Steps Nurseries. We have started an after school club at Stokenchurch Primary School. This takes place every afternoon from 3.30pm-6pm and is for children aged 3 – 11 years.

If you would like further information, please speak with Heidi or call her at Nursery on 01494 484737.

Toddler and Babies Christmas Party

The Toddler and Babies Christmas Party was a great success. We all enjoyed preparing for the party and making our hats, which was great fun and very messy.
We did singing and dancing with Jo Jingles and got completely into the Christmas spirit by singing some Christmas songs as well.

The Toddlers and Babies loved having out the musical instruments, but the favourite part of it all was the bubble machine at the end. Everyone enjoyed catching the bubbles and watching them float around.

We had a surprise visit from Father Christmas and although some of the children were a bit nervous, they all enjoyed opening their presents.

We are very grateful to Sharon for providing a fabulous Buffet Tea.

We hope you all enjoyed the party and we look forward to seeing you in the 2008 Christmas Toddler and Baby Party. (
Pre-School Christmas play and Party

All the Pre-School Children practised really hard for their Christmas play ‘the Bossy King’. We

had a couple of dress rehearsals in the week leading up to the performance on Friday 7th December.

It was lovely to see so many parents, friends and other family members come a watch the performance and I am sure, like all the staff, you were very proud of your child. 

After the play, the children sat and watched the entertainer create models out of balloons and magic boxes out of paper. They were all fascinated. During this the fabulous buffet tea was served, and again Sharon did us proud.

Father Christmas popped in with some presents for the Children and everyone was happy with what they received.

Thank you once again for attending and making the afternoon so special.

Little Babies and older Babies

During December the Little Babies had great fun getting messy making their lovely gifts, calendars and cards. There was glitter everywhere and I think the babies had multi-coloured toes and fingers all month (
The older Babies welcomed the Christmas season by getting messy also by foot painting their Christmas tree and making sparkly snowflakes. You probably noticed the room covered in glitter everyday!

We all continued to enjoy the winter season by making and decorating a snowman.

All the Babies had a fun filled morning dressing up in dragon and policeman outfits.

The Little Babies made a lovely ‘wet weather’ display for the board in Little Baby Room. They did their favourite type of painting – foot painting!

We did lots of sensory activities making a display for our New Nursery in Hemel Hempstead. The children used cotton wool, feathers, straws, polystyrene and lots of paint and glue to make a big display of ‘Down by the Farm’. It was a fantastic multi-sensory time for everyone. 

Jill, Nicole, Jan and Donna

Little Toddlers and Older Toddlers

During December, the Toddlers and Little Toddlers worked together to make Christmas trees, hand print calendars and peppermint creams for their Mummies and Daddies for Christmas. 

They also decorated some stars with paint and lots of glitter and used glitter, stars, sequins and tinsel to make Christmas trees.

The children have been doing lots of Christmas colourings and have made some stockings with white felt around the top like snow.

The children had fun playing with shredded paper and doing lots of footprints on big pieces of card. 

The Toddlers and Little Toddlers made a lovely Christmas display by painting a Christmas tree and sprinkling glitter on so that it looked like snow. Afterwards they decorated snowmen and snowflakes to go round the outside.

During January, the Little Toddlers looked at winter and have been sticking lots of clothes that we wear to keep us warm when it’s cold. 

We have enjoyed playing outside with our wellies on and splashing in all the puddles and mud.

As Music Matters has begun again, we have had fun singing all the songs with Sarah and playing the instruments. We are currently making our new Birthday Board so the Little Toddlers sponge printed the background so that it looks like the sky and we will make hot-air balloons. The children also had fun sticking felt to make a sun and clouds.

The Older Toddlers have also been doing winter pictures during January. We have been colouring, sticking and painting them using different shades of blue to make it look cold.  

We have used lots of different things to paint with including stickle-bricks and cotton-reels to make different patterns. During January we will start going to the Library again for stories and singing and started our French Lessons again for the older children.

Wee have been play-cooking with the food and tea set so the staff have been enjoying all their delicious meals and cups of tea they have been served.

H, Sam, Claudia and Lisa

Pre-School
In Pre-School we looked at Christmas in December and winter in January.

We made lots of things for Christmas. We made our Christmas cards by using sticky back plastic and glitter shapes, we made a seasonal calendar using chalks, dabber paints and stamps and made some yummy fudge to take home as a present. 

The children really enjoyed making the fudge, mixing the ingredients and shaping the final product. We hope you enjoyed eating it. 

The children made some Christmas decorations in the shape of penguins and reindeer and stuck wiggly-eyes on so they could see.

During January, we have been looking at winter. We made a lovely display on ‘Here we go round the mulberry bush’ and the children used dabber paints, sponge painting and sticking on the children. We have also made a display of what the Pre-School Children do e.g. play nicely, help each other, etc. We themed it with winter and made a snowman.  

We are very excited about getting our New Home Corner and Construction Area open. The carpet has arrived and has been fitted and all the equipment is ready and the room will be opened on Monday 21st January. 

Jen, Heather and Shakila

Forthcoming topics

We have put together a new list of topic that we will be covering throughout the year. These can be seen on each of the Parent’s notice boards in the rooms. Some of the topics we will be covering include ‘In the Jungle,’ ‘Fairy Tales and Nursery Rhymes’ and ‘Under the Sea’. We will be starting by looking at ‘winter’ on January and moving onto Emotions and Ourselves in February.

Forthcoming dates
During February we will be arranging trips to Hopscotch Soft Play area. Please look out for more information in your child’s draw. The dates booked are:

Pre-School


Monday 4th February in the morning.

Toddlers and Little Toddlers


Monday 11th February in the morning.

Little Babies and Older Babies


Monday 25th February in the morning.

Reminders

Door entry.

Please could we remind parents not to let other parents or visitors into the nursery at any time. For the safety of the children and staff we ask that you ensure the door closes behind you when entering or leaving the nursery. All parents are aware of the code to gain entry and we are sure you will all appreciate the importance of maintaining the safety of everybody within the nursery.

Illnesses.
Sadly we have had some unwell children since the Christmas break. I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that we have been set guidelines by the environment of health that the exclusion period for sickness and diarrhoea is 48 hours. This is to reduce the chance of infecting other children and staff. 

I would also like to remind all Parents that we can only administer medication that has been prescribed. We are required to see the medication in its original packet with the child’s name and dose clearly marked on it. The only exception to this is that we are permitted to administer specific medication to reduce a child’s temperature. These medications are:

Calpol

Calprufen

Ibuprofen for Children. 

Please do not ask staff to give any other type of medication, as our governing body, Ofsted, does not allow it.

Welcome

It was fantastic to welcome Domonique back to Nursery in January.

We are also delighted to welcome lots of new faces to nursery during January and February and are very pleased o say they are settling in very well.

We would like to welcome:

· Nathaniel to Little Baby Room.

· Holly to Older Baby Room.

· Charlotte S to Pre-School.

· Charlotte D to Pre-School.

· Dan to Pre-School.

· Jacob to Little Toddlers Room.

· Joshua R to Toddler Room.

Birthdays 

[image: image2.wmf]We would like to say Happy Birthday to the following children: 

· Kassia was 4 on the 7th January

· Kerensa was 3 on the 14th January

· Aaron was 4 on the 29th January

· Emma M is 3 on the 5th February

· Emily J is 2 on the 13th February

· Daisy J is 2 on the 13th February.

· Louis is 2 on 16th February

· Emma G is 1 on the 16th February

· Anthony is 4 on the 18th February

· William is 2 on the 21st February

Goodbyes
At the beginning of January we said a very sad goodbye to Tara and Ella Fitzpatrick. Tara was one of the first children into the nursery, but the family have relocated to another area. They will be missed very much.

We would really appreciate your feedback on our monthly newsletter. Is there anything you don’t like or anything you would like to hear about? Please come and speak to Heidi or Jill if you have any suggestions.

Kind Regards,

Jill and Heidi. 

