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Welcome to our August Newsletter.

We hope you have all had an enjoyable month and are making the most of the spells of good weather. We spare a thought for those who have suffered because of the horrendous floods in the area at the moment and hope that you have not been affected by them in any way.

Pre-school Sports Day

On Wednesday 11th July, Pre-School took part in their first annual Sports Day. We were extremely lucky with the weather as it was just perfect- sunny, but not too hot for racing!

 There was an excellent turn-out of spectators and we would like to thank all the Parents that were involved with the races, handing out rosettes and trophies to the teams and those that brought in some lovely food for the barbeque. Also a big Thank You goes to Sadie and Eloise’s mummy and daddy for taking the wonderful photos on the day! 

There was great feedback from Parents and we are glad everyone enjoyed themselves- we certainly had an exciting day that some of us had been looking forward to for weeks! 

Odds Farm Nursery outing

Upon receiving the letter regarding a nursery outing, you will be aware that we are organising a trip to Odds Farm on Friday 17th August 2007. We will be confirming prices and travel arrangements with you as soon as we have a confirmed number of places. 

Children’s drawers

Please can we ask you to check your child’s drawer at the end of every session as there will frequently be letters, newsletters or pieces of artwork that are to be taken home. We are currently finding that many items are not being sent home and we ask you to do this in order to maintain effective communications between the home and nursery setting.

Babies

We would like to welcome Lucas, Michael and Mia who have all joined us this month and are doing an amazing job of settling into nursery and making new friends.

This month the babies have been taking part in activities relating to the topic of summer and we have made some lovely pieces of artwork that we have displayed on our board on the stairs. 

One of the activities was to make a boat picture where we painted the boat and then glued collage materials to it to form the sea. The children enjoyed using a range of materials and were very pleased to view their masterpieces on the board for all to see!

When we have been able to get outside in the garden we have had a wonderful time exploring different parts of it.

We learn to use our bodies in many ways and there is so much to think about when we practise climbing the steps or using a bike!

We love the challenge of manoeuvring over the bridge to get to the slide too- some of us even attempt the rope climb when we are feeling brave but there is always an adults’ hand at our feet so we know we are very safe!         

On a day-to-day basis, the baby room focuses greatly on every child’s individual need and this is our top priority. Babies especially need their routine in order for them to feel safe and secure and we hope you understand how we are always striving to achieve this. 

Older babies

We would like to welcome Ben who has joined us this month. He loves playing with the cars and running around and he is settling in very well.   

This month our theme has been Summer activities so while the rain has been steadily falling outside, inside we have been busy painting beach balls, ice-creams, tropical toucans and a seaside picture for our new display. Some of us got very messy in the process! The picture below shows the display picture in the making and it involved many budding artists.
  The ice-creams were very popular to make and    all the children were keen to take part! We made them by painting the cones and then putting glue on the top, finishing with a sprinkling of glitter for decoration. They looked delicious-you can see below how involved Jack got when making his!

Other activities have included playing with ooblick that was placed on top of bubble wrap and we found that was a very funny texture.

Oatmeal play was a new idea and we explored it dry before adding water- this made it very sticky to play with and not all of the children were too keen!

Outside play has involved playing with bubbles outside and we liked watching the bubbles float away into the sky- that’s if they made it that far without popping!

Toddlers

Welcome to Alex who has joined us this month.

Summer has finally arrived in the toddler room even though it does not seem to have arrived outside! Jackie brought in a variety of fruit which the children were able to taste and then put together their own fruit salad. When we were able to get in the garden, we pretended we were at the beach, made sand castles in the sand tray, and looked at pictures of where we would go on holiday.

Some of the children made packed lunches  which they were able to take home.

We often change our displays getting the children to do as much as they can so that it becomes their own display.

To follow on from our topic of holidays, the children talked about travel and flying in a hot air balloon. We then created our sea side display where the children mixed paint on a large sheet of paper by walking on it bare foot. We then glued sand onto another large piece of paper to create the beach. The children then covered balloons with papier mache and hung boxes from the bottom making their hot air balloon. If you look at the finished display you will see some funny characters riding in the balloons!                           

All the children get to spent time at the computers where they are able to look at the photographs that we take throughout the day or use the programs that we use to colour, draw or make their own pictures using the mouse and keyboard. The toddlers often like to move the mouse across the screen to see what happens and then print off their finished product.       

Within the nursery we adopt the policy of free choice for children when it comes to activities. They will help themselves to any toys or games that they want and some children have their favourite games. Dressing and feeding the dolls is a firm favourite with some them. They will often get the dolls and pretend to be adults, feeding them their bottles, using spoons and bowls to feed them and pat them gently on the back whilst putting them to bed.

Pre-school

Throughout the month, Pre-school have been talking and learning about the topic of summer, and although we haven’t really had the most ideal weather to relate to we have been busy in the classroom.

Displayed on the walls are some excellent pieces of artwork made by the children, including a beach landscape and their own personal passports, along with some very creative hand-made postcards. 

The passports were made by a self portrait being drawn for the front cover, a hand and footprint printed inside and then their own personal information written by them on the back- they looked very effective!

To make their postcards, we talked about holidays we had all been on and places we had visited. On one side the children drew some very scenic pictures and on the other messages to their families. This activity led onto the staff bringing in their holiday photos which encouraged the children to bring in their ones too! Isaac brought in some lovely photos of himself on holiday in the Isle of Wight and Alfie brought in postcards of when he went to the beach so they could show everyone where they had been and what they had done when they were there.

Our summer theme led us onto talking about summer clothes and sun care and how to take care in the sun. We made a summer clothes number line put up a washing line in the home corner which the children pegged their dressing-up clothes onto after they had washed them.

Within the Pre-school classroom we provide the opportunity to read and look at books and mark-make as much as possible.
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May we take this opportunity to wish Oliver K, Oliver C, Charlotte, Isaac, Sunny and Magic good luck for their transitions into ‘big school’.

Access to older babies

Please could we remind parents to use the rear stairway when accessing the older baby room and to remove their shoes when entering both baby rooms.

There are some overshoes that you may use should you not want to remove you shoes. 
Congratulations 
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Congratulations to:

Iwan and his family for the safe arrival of baby Ryan. 

Farewell

Goodbye to Eshan who is moving to Scotland and is looking forward to settling in to his new nursery and Alec who is moving on to the nursery of the school where his Mummy works! 

Also to Finn and Rohman who are moving to nurseries attached to schools they will be attending. 

Birthdays
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Happy birthday to:

   Will Lonsdale 1 yr on the 5th July

   Michael Lee-Thorp 1 yr on the 12th July

   Elliot Apperley 1 yr on the 22nd July

   Mia Priest 1 yr on the 25th July

   Anurag Chaudhari 2 yrs on the 7th July

   Max Sheppard 2 yrs on the 8th July

   Finn West 3 yrs on the 9th July

   Joshua Hodges 3 yrs on the 11th July

   Elias Maiden 3 yrs on the 14th July

   George Blood 3 yrs on the 26th July

   Oliver Croker 5 yrs on the 17th July

   Charlotte Dunn 5 yrs on the 20th July

   Regards

   Janet and team

