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April 2008

Dear Parents,

Easter has come and gone and we are finally entering into spring – if someone could inform the weatherboard so that the sun comes out we would be grateful!!

Nursery Changes

As you are aware, we have recently had some changes to the nursery set-up. You should have all had a letter about the changes and how they affect your child.

The room changes in Toddlers and Pre-School have been a great success. The Pre-School children are really enjoying the extra space and discovering new things to do all the time. The Toddlers have been enjoying having lots of small sections and different areas for playing in and this makes the Toddler Room much calmer.

The Older Baby room has become Little Toddlers and appropriate changes have been made to the routine and structure of that area and appropriate toys have been moved through.

Little Baby Room is getting busy and the small children are pleased to be back in their room full time.

If you have any questions about the room changes and how it affects your child, please do not hesitate to speak with Heidi.

(Please note – the newsletter is still broken down in to the old areas to reflect the work and activities done before the room changes)

After School Club

We are thrilled to announce the start of a Brand New Venture for Positive Steps Nurseries. We have started an after school club at Stokenchurch Primary School. This takes place every afternoon from 3.30pm-6pm and is for children aged 3 – 11 years.

If you would like further information, please speak with Heidi or call her at Nursery on 01494 484737.

Nursery Bags

We are very pleased to let you know that we have a new Nursery Bag for all children. 

It is compulsory for all children to have a Positive Steps Nursery Bag and these will be on sale immediately for £5. There are a rucksack so are especially good 

Forthcoming topics

During April we will be talking and learning with the children all about different types of transport. We will also talk about St George’s day and play a few April’s fools on each other 

Forthcoming dates
Tuesday 1st April – April Fools Day

Thursday 3rd April – Nursery photographer

7th – 18th April – School Easter Holidays (no after school club of funded sessions)

Wednesday 23rd April – St George’s Day

Monday 5th May – Bank Holiday

Monday 26th May – Bank Holiday

World Book Day

On Thursday 6th March we joined in with World Book Day and came to Nursery all dressed up. We were all very excited waiting for the children to come in and it was fantastic to see the effort everyone had put in.

The staff all came in dressed up as well and the children were all a bit shocked to see us out of uniform.

During the day all the rooms had regular story times and even acted out some of the stories with props.

Thank you for all the stories that were brought in to share, the children were very pleased to hear their favourite story from home.

Little Babies and Older Babies

We have had great fun in Baby room this month with lots of painting for various events. For Mother’s Day the children did green track painting with cars to represent grass before sponge printing some farm animals on top. They got to choose from cows, rabbits and chicks. They are all displayed on the board in Little Baby Room.

For Easter all the babies made little boxes, which they decorated with glitter stars, and inside was delicious (we hope) chocolate nest. The children made egg and chick cards where the chick popped out.

We are regularly going outside and playing with the hoops and balls and were all very excited to see the snow coming down over the Easter weekend.

During the morning the older children are encouraged to sit together and see who is here. They will also have stories and sing some songs during this time. Some of the younger ones participate as well, but are less likely to sit in the group!

Jill, Nicole, Jan and Donna

Little Toddlers

This month in Little Toddlers we have been having lots of fun with different activities such as Mother’s Day cards and presents, patterns, St Patrick’s and best of all Easter and World Book Day. We have also had some children come and join us from the baby room. Welcome to Ella, Eleanor and Holly.

During March we celebrated with Adam and Tyler as they had their 2nd birthday.

Our children in Little Toddlers enjoyed listening to the story of Elmer the colourful Elephant and then making a big patchwork Elmer and friends for our display board.

For Easter the children made fluffy chicks and painted eggs for their Easter Cards and sticking Easter Bunnies.

In April we will be doing transport as a topic. We will be looking at different types of transport including emergency, rail, road and general. So feel free to join in with the fun. We will also be doing April fools and St George’s Day.

Claudia and Lisa

Toddlers
This month in Toddlers we have been looking at lots of different shapes and patterns. We did some free sticking using different coloured shapes and have been painting, sticking and colouring on lots of patterns to make our patterned display board. It looks really bright and colourful. So the Toddlers have enjoyed getting messy with paint and glue.

We have also been sponge-painting pictures of four-leaf clovers for St Patrick’s Day.

Toddlers have also experienced having a beach in their sand tray  - half water, half sand and had lots of people sunbathing and using links stars for our boats.

As Easter approached, we used the dabber paints to paint pictures of Easter Eggs for our Easter cards.

We have been celebrating two birthdays this month. Dylan was 3 on 17th March and Jonathan was 3 on the 27th March. We are sure they had lovely days and are looking forward to moving through to Pre-School with their friends and having a great time.

H and Sam

Pre-School
In Pre-School during March we have been looking at shapes and patterns. We have talked and looked at everyday shapes for example square windows, rectangle doors, we then did an activity sheet of a house in which we had to colour a certain shape a certain colour. This helped with shape and colour definition.

We have looked at animal pattern (pattern’s on animals) finding out that tigers have stripes and cheetahs have spots and some animals like elephants have no pattern at all.

We have started to grow some herbs and vegetables for this year’s vegetable patch. We have found out what seeds need to grow. We are keeping a close eye on them and remembering to water them everyday.

For Easter we made some fantastic Easter bonnets for our Easter bonnet parade. We did an Easter egg hunt in the garden looking for brightly decorated eggs. 

We have introduced a ‘fruit bowl’ for snack time in Pre-School. This is full of different fruits to be chosen from at snack time. This promotes self-help skills for the children as they are encouraged to cut up their own fruit into small bite sized pieces.

During April we are looking at transport. Please can you save small boxes and lids from plastic bottles so that we can make some 3D models?

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to Ben during April as he is leaving to go to ‘Big School’. We will be welcoming Dylan and Jonathan.

Reminders

Door entry.

Please could we remind parents not to let other parents or visitors into the nursery at any time. For the safety of the children and staff we ask that you ensure the door closes behind you when entering or leaving the nursery. All parents are aware of the code to gain entry and we are sure you will all appreciate the importance of maintaining the safety of everybody within the nursery.

Illnesses.
Following a letter sent out earlier this month, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that we have been set guidelines by the environment of health that the exclusion period for sickness and diarrhoea is 48 hours. This is to reduce the chance of infecting other children and staff. 

I would also like to remind all Parents that we can only administer medication that has been prescribed. We are required to see the medication in its original packet with the child’s name and dose clearly marked on it. The only exception to this is that we are permitted to administer specific medication to reduce a child’s temperature. These medications are:

Calpol

Calprufen

Ibuprofen for Children. 

Please do not ask staff to give any other type of medication, as our governing body, Ofsted, does not allow it.

We would really appreciate your feedback on our monthly newsletter. Is there anything you don’t like or anything you would like to hear about? Please come and speak to Heidi or Jill if you have any suggestions.

Kind Regards,
Jen, Heather, Shakila and Kirsty, Jill and Heidi. 

